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Unit 1A - The Constitution












AP Government Study Guide for Unit 1A Test – The Constitution on Thurs., Sep 24th (+/- a day)

When creating the test, we will write the questions with these exact resources in hand.  Anything in them is fair game.  Nevertheless, we have added some study questions in case that might also be helpful for you.

1.  Guided Reading – Writing the Declaration of Independence
What is the Declaration and who wrote it?  What are the key tenets (positions) of John Locke's Social Contract Theory as explained in his book, The 2nd Treatise on Government?  What is the relationship between the Declaration and the Bill of Rights?

2.  Guided Reading - Analyzing the Declaration of Independence
According to section 1 of the Declaration, why was the Declaration written?  What are the key philosophical beliefs stated in section 2?  What kinds of rights did Jefferson claim King George III was violating (that is "kinds" of rights, not the specific numerical examples)?  

3.  Guided Reading - Creating the Constitution
What are the three systems of government (fully understand each)?  What were the weaknesses of the Articles of Confederation?  What were the goals and achievements of the Constitutional Convention?  What did James Madison's research of political history reveal?  What was Shay's rebellion and what effect did it have on the delegates to the Constitutional Convention?  How was representation determined in the Virginia Plan, New Jersey Plan, and Connecticut / Great Compromise?  Why didn't the delegates to the Constitutional Convention ban slavery?  What compromises were made in the constitution regarding slavery?

4.  Forms of Government Powerpoint
According to Aristotle, what types of government exist and what is dangerous about each?  What other problems did the founders see with democracy?  What was the founder's solution?  What are the two types of democracy?  What are the advantages of a republic?

5.  Guided Reading - The Fight for Ratification
Who were the federalists and anti-federalists?  What was the procedure for ratifying the Constitution, how was it democratic, and how was it technically illegal?  What were the views and concerns of the anti-federalists?  What were the Federalist Papers?  What problem did Madison address in Federalist Papers 10 and 51?  How did Madison argue that a large republic would minimize the harmful effects of faction?

6.  Montesquieu's Separation of Powers
What is the paradox of government power as explained in Montesquieu's The Spirit of the Laws?  What was Montesquieu's solution to this problem?  What vocabulary has evolved to describe the 3 branches of government?

7.  Separation of Powers & Checks and Balances Poster- (Lots of questions from this!!!!!!)
What powers does each branch of the US Government have, and what "checks" does each have over the other?

8.  Weakness of the Articles of Confederation Cut and Paste
What were the weaknesses of the Articles of Confederation? 

9.  Notes - How Democratic Are We?  
How directly did the people originally elect the different parts of the US government?  How directly do the people now elect the different parts of the US government (for example, since the17th amendment)?




Name __________________________________________________________________ Hour ____________

Unit 1A: Forms of Government Powerpoint
I.  What is Government?
A.  There are several Definitions

B.  Simple one – 

II.  What kinds of governments exist?
A.  For Aristotle, Governments are different depending on …_________________________________.

	B.  Rule by…
	C.  Dangerous?

	B1 One person
a.  



b.


  
	C1 
a.  

	B2 A small group
a.  



b.


  
	C2 
a.  

	B3 By the majority
a.  
	C3
a.  


b.  Examples
1.)  

2.) 


 




III.  Other Problems with Democracy According to the Founders
A.  It can be dangerous to minority rights

B.  It is inefficient for large communities (how can 300 million people work as a group to make laws?)





C. Most people (the majority) …
   		1.  

2.  __________________________________, too easily become a dangerous mob when riled up 

by fiery speakers (called _________________________) 

D.  But…Although the majority of people are not good rulers themselves, they can be good at ________

___________________________________________________________________________________.

IV.  The Founders Solution
A.  A new form of government which mixes the other forms of government together
1.  Rule by 1.  Who in America is kind of like a monarch?
a.  

2.  Rule by a small group.  What in America is kind of like an Aristocracy?
a. 

3.  Rule by the majority.  How is America a democracy?
a. 

B.  Two Types of Democracy
1.  


2.  



3.  America is a Republic





V.  Advantages of a Republic
A.  

B.  Wise leaders can be selected who will make wise decisions rather than rash, emotional ones.  

C.  Since they are elected by the people, they will, hopefully, serve the people rather than abuse them.

D.    

VI.  Dangers that remain
A.  Once elected, can’t this government still abuse everyone else just like a tyranny or an oligarchy?
1.  Example –

B.  Even though the majority cannot violate minority rights directly anymore, can’t they just elect people who will do it for them?  
1.  Example – 

C.  Can a government be created that solves these problems too? 






































































Unit 1A: Montesquieu's Separation of Powers
	No one influenced the framers of the US Constitution more than the 18th century French philosopher Charles de Secondat, more commonly known by his title, The Baron de Montesquieu.  In fact, the writers of The Federalist Papers refer to Montesquieu's book, The Spirit of the Laws, more than any other philosophic work.  Like most philosophers from the Enlightenment era, Montesquieu believed that the goal of government ought to be to protect the liberties or freedoms of the citizens.  This is government's purpose.  However, in studying the governments of the past, Montesquieu discovered that even though governments are supposed to protect our freedoms, governments often turn out to be the greatest threats to our freedoms.  It is the government that is supposed to protect our property that so often confiscates it at its leisure.  It is the government that is supposed to protect our freedom that so often imprisons us without a fair trial.  And it the government that is supposed to protect our lives that so often executes us without cause.  Montesquieu believed that all of these abuses stem from what seems to be an insolvable problem.  In order to protect our liberty, the individuals who run the government need to have power, like the power to enforce the law.  The problem is that when people are given power, they usually abuse it.  As Montesquieu writes, "Political liberty is found only in moderate governments…It is present only when power is not abused, but it has eternally been observed that any man who has power is led to abuse it."  So we seem to be left with an irresolvable paradox.  In order to protect our freedom, we need to give our government power, but if we give our government power, it will use that power to violate our freedom.  In Chapter 11 of The Spirit of the Laws, Montesquieu sets out to try to resolve this paradox.  

	Montesquieu reasoned that one very effective way to give a government the power that it needs and also prevent it from becoming abusive with that power is to divide the government up into separate parts.  Each part of the government can then be given only a portion of the total power that the government needs.  The different parts or "branches" of the government would then keep the other branches from becoming abusive.  In The Spirit of the Laws, Montesquieu describes the three powers of government.  "In each state there are three sorts of powers…that of making the laws, that of executing [or putting into effect] public resolutions [or laws], and that of judging the crimes…of individuals."  The power of making laws is called legislative power.  The power to put these laws into effect and enforcing them is called executive power.  And the power to determine whether or not someone who has been arrested has actually broken the law is called judicial power.  This includes the power to interpret exactly what the law means, what it does and does not allow.  If someone possesses all three of these powers, abuse is almost certain because no one else has any power to limit him. "When legislative power is united with executive power in a single person or in a single body [of people]…there is no liberty.  Nor is there liberty if the power of judging is not separate from legislative power and executive power.  All would be lost if the same man or the same body of principal men…exercised these three powers."  

However, according to Montesquieu, if these three powers are kept separate and held by three separate branches of the government, each branch will likely prevent the other branches from becoming abusive.  Since each of these branches would be distinct from the others, they would have no interest in doing the other's bidding.  In fact, each branch would have every reason to interfere with the other branches if they were becoming dangerous and abusive.  Consider how we ourselves would behave.  If I posses the legislative power and the executive power, I could make a law that is very abusive, but since I also enforce the law and punish those who break it, I can just be sure not to punish myself when I break it.  So with both the legislative and executive powers, I can make abusive laws and make sure that everyone has to obey them except me.  However, if I have the legislative power only, I will be very hesitant to make an abusive law because I know that someone else is going to enforce it, even enforce it on me.  And as long as we are separate and distinct branches, the executive would have no motive to assist me in my tyrannical plans. In fact, if the person with the executive power assists me in becoming more powerful and abusive, what is to stop me from one day abusing him?  Therefore, to protect himself from possible abuse, the executive branch will have every reason to try to restrain the abuse of the legislative branch and keep it from becoming too powerful.  If the executive branch were to become abusive and starts arresting people unjustly, the person with the power of judging, the judicial branch, will likely set them free in court.  Judges in the judicial branch have no reason to serve the executive branch's interest and assist him in becoming abusive.  After all, an abusive executive branch might one day abuse them.  So it is wise for the judicial branch to try to undermine a dangerous executive and keep it restrained.  And the judicial branch cannot be abusive to anyone until they end up in court.  To get there, they must first be accused of breaking a law created by the legislative branch and then be arrested by the executive branch.  So both of these branches can greatly limit the ability of the judicial branch to become abusive because they decide who the judicial branch can and cannot pass judgment over.  And, as before, it is in their own self-interest to keep the judicial branch in line.  
	
	By dividing up the power of government this way, Montesquieu believed that each branch would limit the other.  The government as a whole would still have the power it needs, but it would be arranged in a way that would likely protect liberty rather than endanger it.  Each branch of the government would be as concerned about abuse from the other branches as ordinary citizens would be.  Therefore, each branch would constantly watch the others for possible abuse and would use its own power to keep the other branches in line.  The government as a whole could not act unless all three parts were in agreement, and they would never agree upon any action unless it was fair to all and served the abusive interest of no one.  With such an arrangement, Montesquieu believed that the danger of an abusive government could be largely eliminated and that the paradox of government power could be resolved.  This doctrine of Montesquieu's came to be known as the doctrine of separation of powers.  The framers incorporated this doctrine of his, along with another principle, the doctrine of checks and balances, into the US Constitution.  They created a government with three separate branches, each possessing one of the three powers of government that Montesquieu described.  Since the creation of the Constitution, virtually every democratic nation in the world has done some version of the same.     

	Vocabulary of The Three Branches of Government

	The Legislative Branch:  The branch of government which makes laws.  It almost always consists of a group of people.    

The Legislature:  Another name for the legislative branch

To Legislate:  To make laws

Legislating:  Making laws

Legislation (or statutes or ordinances):  Laws

Congress:  Our legislative branch
(or you could say, our national legislature).

Parliament:  England's legislative branch (and the name of many nation's legislative branches)

The Knesset:  Israel's legislative branch

The Federal Assembly:  Russia's legislative branch.  

The State Legislature:  The legislative branch of a state government (like the Congress of Michigan which makes state laws)
	The Executive Branch:  The branch of government which puts the laws into effect and enforces them.  It almost always is headed by a single person.  

To Execute:  To put into effect or to do

Executing:  Putting into effect or doing 

Execution:  The putting into effect of something

The President:  The head of our executive branch

The Prime Minister:  The head of the executive branch of England (and many other nation's executive branches)

The Governor:  The head of the executive branch of a state government

The Mayor:  The head of the executive branch of a local government

	The Judicial Branch:  The branch of government which interprets the laws and decides guilt or innocence.  It is a nations system of courts.  

Judiciary:  Another name for the judicial branch.

The Supreme Court:  The highest court in our judicial branch

Conseil d'État:  The hightest court in France's judicial branch

The State Supreme Court:  The hightest court of a particular state like the Michigan Supreme Court.  









Name ___________________________________________________________ Hour ________________

Unit 1A: Montesquieu's Separation of Powers

1.  Who is the philosopher who created the doctrine of Separation of Powers?


2.  What was the name of this philosopher's book?


3.  Which government branch makes the laws?


4.  Which government branch puts the laws into effect?


5.  Which government branch interprets the laws?


6.  Which government branch executes the laws?  


7.  Which branch of government decides guilt or innocence?


8.  Which government branch enforces the laws?


	Directions:  Put an "M" on the line next to statements that Montesquieu would agree with.  Put an "X" on the line next to statements that Montesquieu would not agree with.  

	
9. _____ When people get power, they become abusive
	
10. _____ The goal of government should be to protect our liberty

	
11. _____  Throughout history, most governments have been very gentle to their citizens.  
	
12. _____ If you just give the government all the power it needs, everything else will work itself out.

	
13. _____  Each branch of government will use its power to limit the other branches so that the other branches don't become abusive to it.
	
14. _____  Each branch of government will use its power to limit the other branches because it’s a nice thing to do.

	
15. _____  In order for my plan to work, it is very important that the three branches remain separate and distinct so that they remain interested in limiting each other.
	
16. _____  (True or False for this one, T or F).  The framers of the Constitution took Montesquieu's advice about separating government power, but most other democracies in the world did not.  




More on the next page 

Directions:  Replace the incorrect italicized word with the correct word from the "Vocabulary of The Three Branches of Government."

17.  Congress is the name of our Judicial Branch


18.  Our Legislative Branch is headed by the President


19.  The Supreme Court is the highest court in the executive branch


20.  The fighter pilot had a hard time legislating the maneuver


21.  Since the public demanded it, Congress created new execution to regulate sanitation in meatpacking plants.


22.  Since President Jefferson believed that a law called the Alien and Sedition Act violated our freedom of speech, he refused to legislate it.  


23.  "You're in the legislature!  Execute!"


24.  My uncle is a federal judge, a member of the national legislature (use the one word answer)


25.  The President did a great job executing a local curfew.


26.  The Mayor did a great job executing the state minimum wage.  


27.  We've got a President.  They've got a Knesset.  They're basically the same.


28.  We've to the Supreme Court.  They've got the Federal Assembly.  They're basically the same.  


29.  We've got a Congress.  They've got a Prime Minister.  They're basically the same (a few answers are possible for this one)



 





Name ______________________________________________________________________Hour _________________

Unit 1A: Who's checking who?
Directions:  Read each scenario below and circle which branch is checking which.  Then, use that information to cut and paste the checks and balances appropriately on your checks and balances poster.

1.  After President Woodrow Wilson negotiated the Treaty of Versailles which ended World War I, Congress refused to ratify the treaty because it did not want the U.S. to become a member of the League of Nations

Executive Checking Legislative			Executive Checking Judicial		Legislative Checking Executive
	
Legislative Checking Judicial			Judicial Checking Executive		Judicial Checking Legislative

2.  Believing that Congress' Alien and Sedition Acts were an unconstitutional violation of the right of free speech, President Jefferson refused to enforce them.

Executive Checking Legislative			Executive Checking Judicial		Legislative Checking Executive

Legislative Checking Judicial			Judicial Checking Executive		Judicial Checking Legislative

3.  Frustrated that the Supreme Court was striking down some new laws that he thought were important, President Franklin Delano Roosevelt threatened to ask Congress to increase the number of judges to the bench that he would then fill with judges who would approve of his policies.  (Careful with this one.  Who would actually be increasing the number of judges?)

Executive Checking Legislative			Executive Checking Judicial		Legislative Checking Executive

Legislative Checking Judicial			Judicial Checking Executive		Judicial Checking Legislative

4.  Furious with President Johnson for being too lenient with the South after the Civil War, Congress impeached him for violating the Tenure of Office Act.  (They ended up being one vote short of actually removing him, but still…)

Executive Checking Legislative			Executive Checking Judicial		Legislative Checking Executive

Legislative Checking Judicial			Judicial Checking Executive		Judicial Checking Legislative

5.  Except of course for George Washington, President Franklin Delano Roosevelt nominated more Justices to the Supreme Court than any other president, eight total.  And that's the only way to get to become a Supreme Court Justice.

Executive Checking Legislative			Executive Checking Judicial		Legislative Checking Executive

Legislative Checking Judicial			Judicial Checking Executive		Judicial Checking Legislative

6.  When the North Vietnamese invaded the South after the United States left the country, President Ford asked for funds to assist our former allies, but Congress refused to provide any more funding for military activity of any kind in Vietnam.

Executive Checking Legislative			Executive Checking Judicial		Legislative Checking Executive

Legislative Checking Judicial			Judicial Checking Executive		Judicial Checking Legislative

7.  For seizing US commercial vessels in the Mediterranean, President James Madison asked Congress for a declaration of war against Algiers.  Congress refused, but did authorize Madison to use the navy to protect US vessels in the area.  

Executive Checking Legislative			Executive Checking Judicial		Legislative Checking Executive

Legislative Checking Judicial			Judicial Checking Executive		Judicial Checking Legislative
8.  After the Supreme Court ruled in favor of the Cherokee Indians in a land dispute in Georgia, President Andrew Jackson apparently said something like, "John Marshall [the Chief Justice of the Supreme Court] has made his decision.  Now let him enforce it [meaning that he had no intention of enforcing the Court's decision, and the Court had no power of its own to enforce it]."

Executive Checking Legislative			Executive Checking Judicial		Legislative Checking Executive

Legislative Checking Judicial			Judicial Checking Executive		Judicial Checking Legislative

9.  In the case of Hamdi v Rumsfield, the US Supreme Court ruled that the military, under President George W. Bush, acted unconstitutionally by refusing to allow US citizens who were being detained as "illegal enemy combatants" the right to legally challenge their imprisonment.  

Executive Checking Legislative			Executive Checking Judicial		Legislative Checking Executive

Legislative Checking Judicial			Judicial Checking Executive		Judicial Checking Legislative

10.  Exercising its authority under the US Constitution, Congress passed the Judiciary Act of 1789 which created 13 district courts and 3 circuit courts (So which branch is effecting which branch)?  

Executive Checking Legislative			Executive Checking Judicial		Legislative Checking Executive

Legislative Checking Judicial			Judicial Checking Executive		Judicial Checking Legislative

11.  In the case of Dred Scott v Sanford, the US Supreme Court ruled that slaves and children of slaves could never be US Citizens.  After the Civil War, Congress was able to nullify this decision by passing the 14th amendment to the constitution which stated that all persons born within the United States are US citizens.  

Executive Checking Legislative			Executive Checking Judicial		Legislative Checking Executive

Legislative Checking Judicial			Judicial Checking Executive		Judicial Checking Legislative

12.  President George W. Bush chose his personal attorney, Harriet Miers, to replace retiring US Supreme Court Justice Sandra Day O'Connor, but he was forced to withdraw her nomination after it became clear that the Senate would not approve of it.  .  

Executive Checking Legislative			Executive Checking Judicial		Legislative Checking Executive

Legislative Checking Judicial			Judicial Checking Executive		Judicial Checking Legislative

13.  Believing that he was allowing his political views to affect his judicial decisions, US Supreme Court Justice Samuel Chase was Impeached by Congress in 1804 (He was acquitted in 1805, but still…).

Executive Checking Legislative			Executive Checking Judicial		Legislative Checking Executive

Legislative Checking Judicial			Judicial Checking Executive		Judicial Checking Legislative

14.  Despite enacting a tremendous amount of legislation during the New Deal, President Franklin Delano Roosevelt actually vetoed (rejected) more laws proposed by Congress than any other President, 635!		

Executive Checking Legislative			Executive Checking Judicial		Legislative Checking Executive

Legislative Checking Judicial			Judicial Checking Executive		Judicial Checking Legislative

15.  In 1990, Congress passed the Guns Free School Zones Act, but in the case of United States v Lopez, the US Supreme Court ruled that the law was unconstitutional since the US Constitution did not give Congress the right to regulate the carrying of handguns.   Therefore, the law became invalid.

Executive Checking Legislative			Executive Checking Judicial		Legislative Checking Executive

Legislative Checking Judicial			Judicial Checking Executive		Judicial Checking Legislative

16.  Although many people were found guilty in court of violating the Alien and Sedition Acts, President Jefferson pardoned (legally forgave) all of them.  
.
Executive Checking Legislative			Executive Checking Judicial		Legislative Checking Executive

Legislative Checking Judicial			Judicial Checking Executive		Judicial Checking Legislative
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Unit 1A: Separation of Powers Poster
	The Executive Branch – 
The President
[image: ]

	The Legislative Branch – Congress
[image: http://rds.yahoo.com/_ylt=A0WTefOvYopMuCEANPqjzbkF/SIG=12an6lvog/EXP=1284224047/**http%3a//www.caingram.com/Usa/Pix/Capitol_Building_b.jpg]

	The Judicial Branch – The US Supreme Court (and lower federal courts)
[image: http://rds.yahoo.com/_ylt=A0WTefdAYopMJBIAO6GjzbkF/SIG=12kco6vno/EXP=1284223936/**http%3a//0.tqn.com/d/architecture/1/0/a/q/SupremeCourtSO000736.jpg]


	Powers that are separate:






















	Powers that are separate:






	Powers that are separate:

	Powers that are Separate

A. To execute (enforce) all Laws

B.  To make laws

C.  To act as Commander-in-Chief of the military

	Powers that are Separate Continued

D.  To interpret federal laws and the US Constitution

E.  To negotiate treaties with other nations

F.  To nominate people to various government positions
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	Powers to Check and Balance


G.  To veto (reject) proposed Laws

H.  To impeach the President

I. To execute (or not execute) laws that have been passed

J.  To provide (“appropriate”) or deny funding for the military

K.  To declare war

L.  To pardon (forgive) people found guilty in court

M.  To ratify or reject treaties

N.  To rule laws unconstitutional

	Powers to Checks and Balance Continued

O.  To determine the overall number of judges

P.  To create or eliminate federal courts 

Q.  To approve of nominations to various government positions

R.  To nominate all federal judges

S.  To execute (or not execute) the decisions of judges

T.  To rule executive actions to be unconstitutional

U.  To impeach federal judges

V.  To propose changes (amendments) to the Constitution 








































































































Unit 1A: Separation of Powers & Checks and Balances Poster


Directions:  Demonstrate the power relationships that exist between the different branches of our government by following the steps below.  

1.  Place a large sheet of paper landscape style ("Hot dog style) and write "Separation of Powers & Checks and Balances" at the top with your name and block under it (You will need a lot of room on this paper, so don't write this title very large).  
2.  Cut out the three boxes for the three different branches of our government (The executive box is bigger because more information will eventually be in that box).  Attach them as follows:
	a.  Legislative - top left
	b.  Judicial - top right
	c.  Executive - Bottom Middle.

3.  Demonstrate your understanding of the principle of separation of powers by cutting and pasting the “powers that are separate” in the correct box for each branch of government.  
4.  Demonstrate your understanding of the principle of checks and balances as follows:
	a.  Look at the list of “powers to check and balance.”
b.  Cut and Paste each example from the list between the branch that is checking and the branch that is being checked.  Use your completed "Who's Checking Who?" activity for guidance.  You must somehow show direction from the "checking" branch to the "checked" branch.  You can do this by drawing a large balloon arrow going from one branch to the other and inserting each example in this arrow, you can cut each example out in the shape of an arrow, or you can show direction in any other way you wish, but you must somehow clearly show the direction from checking branch to checked branch.
5.  Be sure you poster is neat and orderly and that all information that is pasted is secure.  Paste well.  Missing items will be marked incorrect.










































































The following notes on “How Democratic Are We?” will be completed in class.

Unit 1A: How Democratic Are We?: Back Then















































The following notes on “How Democratic Are We?” will be completed in class.

Unit 1A: How Democratic Are We: Now
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Unit 1A: Weakness of the Articles of Confederation Cut and Paste
Directions:  Read each statement in the “weaknesses” section and write out the corresponding result in column II  
	Weakness of the Articles of Confederation

	Column I - Weaknesses
	Column II - Results

	
1.  Each state was allowed to print its own money.  Congress could not regulate the value of this money
	





	
2.  There was not federal court system provided for


	





	
3.  Congress could ask, but not force, states to send troops for national use
	





	
4.  Nine out of 13 states had to agree to an important bill before it could become law
	





	
5.  All thirteen states had to agree to any amendment to the Articles
	






	
6.  Congress did not have the power to tax people directly
	






	
7.  Congress could not regulate interstate or foreign commerce
	






	
8.  No executive branch was provided for to carry out the laws of Congress

	



























































Results of the Weaknesses of the Articles of Confederation

	
A.  Amendments to the Articles never passed 

	
B.  Congress had a difficult time passing legislation

	
C.  Economic quarrels between the states occurred.  Foreign trade was restricted.

	
D.  Congress Could not settle disputes between states unless both sides submitted the dispute to Congress


	
E.  Congress had to ask states for money.  They often refused, making it hard for the government to pay its debts.

	
F.  Money from one state was not always accepted in another.  Money was becoming worthless

	
G.  Congress was not able to carry out the laws with any effectiveness.
	H.  States often refused this request.  Congress did not have the means to make England and Spain live up to the terms of the Treaty of Paris ending the war.






















































































AP Government Course Activities
Unit 1B - Federalism
















AP Government Study Guide Unit 1B – Federalism – Exam Date: Monday, October 5th (+/- a day)

1.  Guided Reading - The Structure of the Constitution? - Handout
What are the 3 parts of the US Constitution?  What does the "preamble" do?  What do articles I, II, and III establish?  What do the last 4 articles as a whole deal with?  What is the Full Faith and Credit Clause?  What is the Supremacy Clause?  What is Preemption?  According to Article V, how can the Constitution be amended?  What is Article VI's Supremacy Clause?

2.  Federalism Powerpoint
What are the three governmental systems that we studied?  What are the advantages of a Federal System or Federalism (as always, thoroughly understand them all)?  What are the other consequences of federalism?  What are enumerated powers and what is their constitutional source?  What are reserved powers and what is their constitutional source?  What is the most significant reserved power?  What are concurrent powers and what constitutional stipulation exists regarding them?  What are implied powers and what is their constitutional source?  What other constitutional clause is most often used with the necessary and proper clause in the "implied powers" formula?  What has happened with this clause over time?  What are THE different enumerated powers?  What are THE different reserved powers?  What are THE different concurrent powers?  

3.  The National Government vs. The States (Guided Reading) - Wilson
Fully understand the case of McCulloch v. Maryland, one of the most significant Supreme Court cases in US history.  What were the details of the case, questions of the case, resolutions (answers) to these questions, reasoning of John Marshall, relevant clause of the Constitution, and future significance of the case?  Regarding federalism, what was determined by the outcome of the US Civil War?  What was dual federalism, it's goal, and it's eventual fate (that is, could it be maintained or not, and why)?  

4.  Cooperative  Federalism Powerpoint
What is cooperative federalism, duel federalism, and the "cake" analogies?  What is fiscal federalism, conditions oaf aid,  and grants-in-aid?  What are the different kinds of grants-in-aid and how are they more or less appealing to states?  What is revenue sharing?  What are the different kinds of mandates and what are examples of each kind?  What is Devolution?  Devolution began by changing what policy?  What was the change?  
  
5.  Gibbons v. Ogden (1824) - Handout
Fully understand the case of Gibbons v. Ogden, another very important Supreme Court case.  What are the details of the case, the arguments of the different sides, the relevant clause of the Constitution, The questions of the case, the resolutions to these questions, and the future significance of the case in terms of the definition of Commerce and the scope (reach, or range, or extent) of national government power?  








[bookmark: C1]
Name _____________________________________________________________________________  Hour ___________________
Unit 1B: The Powers of Congress - Article 1, Section 8
Directions:  Look at the list of powers granted to Congress by Article 1, Section 8.  Let us say that several states have decided to hold Constitutional Conventions to propose amendments to the Constitution that will eliminate some of these powers.  YOU are a member of Congress, and you are POWER HUNGRY.  If you were able to protect just 2 powers on this list, 2 that increase your overall power in Congress more than any other 2, which 2 would they be?  Pick the 2 most expansive powers of Congress and briefly justify your selections

1.  The Congress shall have Power To lay and collect Taxes, Duties, Imposts and Excises, to pay the Debts and provide for the common Defence and general Welfare of the United States; but all Duties, Imposts and Excises shall be uniform throughout the United States;

[bookmark: C2]2.  To borrow money on the credit of the United States;

[bookmark: C3]3.  To regulate Commerce with foreign Nations, and among the several States, and with the Indian Tribes;

[bookmark: C4]4.  To establish an uniform Rule of Naturalization, and uniform Laws on the subject of Bankruptcies throughout the United States;

[bookmark: C5]5.  To coin Money, regulate the Value thereof, and of foreign Coin, and fix the Standard of Weights and Measures;

[bookmark: C6]6.  To provide for the Punishment of counterfeiting the Securities and current Coin of the United States;

[bookmark: C7]7.  To establish Post Offices and Post Roads;

[bookmark: C8]8.  To promote the Progress of Science and useful Arts, by securing for limited Times to Authors and Inventors the exclusive Right to their respective Writings and Discoveries;

[bookmark: C9]9.  To constitute Tribunals inferior to the supreme Court;

[bookmark: C10]10.  To define and punish Piracies and Felonies committed on the high Seas, and Offenses against the Law of Nations;

[bookmark: C11]11.  To declare War, grant Letters of Marque and Reprisal, and make Rules concerning Captures on Land and Water;

[bookmark: C12]12.  To raise and support Armies, but no Appropriation of Money to that Use shall be for a longer Term than two Years;

[bookmark: C13]13.  To provide and maintain a Navy;

[bookmark: C14]14.  To make Rules for the Government and Regulation of the land and naval Forces;

[bookmark: C15]15.  To provide for calling forth the Militia to execute the Laws of the Union, suppress Insurrections and repel Invasions;

[bookmark: C16]16.  To provide for organizing, arming, and disciplining, the Militia, and for governing such Part of them as may be employed in the Service of the United States, reserving to the States respectively, the Appointment of the Officers, and the Authority of training the Militia according to the discipline prescribed by Congress;

[bookmark: C17]17.  To exercise exclusive Legislation in all Cases whatsoever, over such District (not exceeding ten Miles square) as may, by Cession of particular States, and the acceptance of Congress, become the Seat of the Government of the United States, and to exercise like Authority over all Places purchased by the Consent of the Legislature of the State in which the Same shall be, for the Erection of Forts, Magazines, Arsenals, dock-Yards, and other needful Buildings; And

[bookmark: C18]18.  To make all Laws which shall be necessary and proper for carrying into Execution the foregoing Powers, and all other Powers vested by this Constitution in the Government of the United States, or in any Department or Officer thereof.

Power 1:

Justification:





Power 2:

Justification:



[image: ]
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Name _______________________________________________________________ Hour ___________
Unit 1B: Federalism Powerpoint
I.  What is Federalism?

A.  Recall the other two governmental systems that we studied:  
	
	1.   _____________________________________– Where the central   government holds virtually all 	government powers.  
	
	2.  _____________________________________ – Where the State government hold virtually all 	government powers
    
B.  Federal System – A system in which both a national government and state governments es) …


C.  Federalism – 


D.  Note - All smaller local governments like city and township governments are created and authorized by the 

_________________________ of the state in which they are located. 

II.  Advantages of a Federal System.

A.  According to the founders…
	1.  Dividing up government power makes those who have power less dangerous.
	2.  Two ways that the constitution divides up government power:
		a.  Separating government powers among three different branches (_______________________)
		
		b.  __________________________ - Decentralizing government power among the 50 different 			state governments in America as well as the national government.  
 
	     		1.)  This decentralization means that no  one person or group has sufficient power to 				violate our liberties - hopefully!   
 	     
			2.)  If the new national government becomes abusive, citizens can still seek protection 				from their state government.   

B.  


	1.  The National Government can make laws for all citizens …

	2.  State Governments can make laws …

		a.  Border states are different from coastal states are different from inland states are different 				from agricultural states are different 	from industrial states, etc. 

C.  "Laboratories of Democracy" - 

1.  A version of Obama’s health care law was first implemented at the state level in Massachusetts by, would you believe it...
D.  
	
	1. It is easier for citizens to influence their local government than their national government, so having local 	governments encourages participation.   

	2.  There are more opportunities for participation (local, state, national)
III.  Other consequences of Federalism (good or bad?)

A.  

	1.  Gun control, capital punishment, taxes, etc. 

B.  Each level of government can _______________ with the other (for good or bad purposes)
   	1.  Southern state governments resisted the national government's effort to end 	 	 	segregation for a long time.  
   	2.  However, states can resist national efforts to put a nuclear waste dump within their borders.

IV.  Our Federal Division of Powers.
A.  Enumerated Powers (aka __________________________)- 


 	1.  Constitutional Source – Article 1, section 8 lists or "enumerates" specific powers of the national 	Congress

B.  Reserved Powers - 

  	1.  Constitutional Source - _____________________________- "The powers not delegated to the United 	States by the Constitution, nor prohibited by it to the States, are reserved to the States respectively, or to the 	people."  
a.)  Recall that under the Articles of Confederation, ____________________________________ had virtually all powers of government.
 		b.)  The Constitution took some of those powers away and gave them to the new stronger 				national government.  
 		c.)  The ones that the Constitution did not take away, the states kept or "___________________"
 
		d.)  Hence, they are called "_______________________________"

2.                                             – The power to make laws that promote the health, safety, and morals of the citizens.
	a.)  It is the most significant state / reserved power
	b.)  Examples include the powers to: 
 		1.)  make and enforce criminal laws (including perhaps the death penalty)
 		2.)  make laws regarding public education
 		3.)  oversee roads and highways. 

C.  Concurrent Powers –


1.  Giving these powers to the national government did not require that they also be taken away from the states.
a.  Saying Congress can collect taxes DOES / DOES NOT mean that the states can't also

	b.  But saying Congress can declare war DOES / DOES NOT mean the states can't.
2.  What is and is not a concurrent power has often been determined by the _______________________
in various court cases throughout US history.
	3.  Constitutional Stipulation -________________________________________________________  -  	"This Constitution, and the laws of the United States which shall be made in pursuance thereof, and all 	treaties made, under the authority of the United States, shall be the supreme law of the land; and the 	judges 	in every state shall be bound thereby, anything in the constitution or laws of any state to the 	contrary 	notwithstanding.“

	2.  In other words, ______________________________________________________

VI.  Implied Powers - The "other" powers of Congress (Besides the enumerated powers)
A.  Constitutional Source – 


	1.  After enumerating the specific powers of Congress, Article 1, section 8 concludes by stating that 	Congress has the power,
	"To make all laws which shall be necessary and proper for carrying into execution the forgoing 	[previously listed] powers…"

2.  In other words, in addition to the powers listed here, Congress can do _______________________

________________________________________________in order to carry out the powers listed here.  
	
	3.  Formula: 



	4.  Implied Powers -  



	5.  The clause / power Congress has most often combined with the Necessary and proper clause is…
	

	Congress shall have the power, "To regulate commerce with foreign nations, and among the several 	states…"

	6.  Over time, the Supreme Court has determined that commerce is related to almost any kind of economic activity whatsoever!

B.  By using the necessary and proper clause and the commerce clause, Congress has taken the following 	actions and thousands of others that are not explicitly authorized by the Constitution.  
	1.) Built Hydro-electric dams,
	2.) Built the 42,000 mile interstate highway system
	3.) Created laws regarding air travel
	4.) Prohibited racial discrimination in privately owned establishments.  
	5.) Created the CCC, TVA, WPA, and the rest of FDR’s huge New Deal program.  
 	6.) 

C.  As the national government has acquired more power in this way, states have necessarily become 	relatively weaker in comparison. 
D.  Is this good or not?
 	1.  Republican Answer -  				2.  Democratic Answer -

	Examples of the Division of Government Power

	Enumerated Powers
The Powers Delegated by the Constitution Exclusively to the National Government
	Concurrent Powers
Powers Practiced by both National and State Governments
	Reserved Powers
Powers that were kept exclusively by the State Governments

	

































	
	







Name _____________________________________________________________ Hour ______________

Unit 1B: Cooperative Federalism

I.  Cooperative Federalism – 
	
	A.  _____________________________________- The older conception of Federalism that attempted to 

	______________________________________________________ national and state areas of authority.  
	
		1.  Thought of as a _____________________________ with separate national and state "layers"

		2.  Recall the failed attempt to keep "interstate" commerce and "intrastate" commerce separate.

	B.  _________________________ - The current conception of Federalism that recognizes that there are 	

	__________________________________________ of national and state authority.  

		1.  Thought of as a _________________________________ with the different parts swirling and 		mixing into each other.  

		2.  For example, there are overlapping national and state powers and agencies.
			a.  Education policy is set at the state and even local (city) level, and there is also national 			education policy implemented by the US Department of Education.
		
II.  ________________________________________________ - An example of cooperative federalism, it is 

the practice of the national government providing funding to the states for various projects (schools, highways, 

etc.) in the form of ___________________________________________

	A.  Conditions of Aid -

		1.  If you don't want to abide by the conditions then don't take the money.
		2.  Unfortunately over the years, states have become very dependent upon federal grant money to 		meet their own budget requirements.
		3.  Therefore, grants-in-aid with conditions of aid attached have become a way for the federal 			
		government to _________________________________________________________________.

	B.  Types of Grant-in-Aid
		
		1.  ________________________________ - Grants for a _______________________________			determined by the federal government (The money must be used to build this bridge, this school, 			etc.) 
			a.  These grants allow the states almost no flexibility in how the money is spent.

		2.  ________________________________ - Grants for _______________________________ 			(Infrastructure or Education)
			a.  These grants allow the states much more flexibility in how the grant money is spent.
	
	C.  ____________________________________ - Federal aid provided to state governments to be used 

	___________________________________________________________________ that the state saw fit.
		1.  Begun in 1972, Revenue sharing was ended by Ronald Reagan in 1986

III.  __________________________________ - __________________________________________________ to the states that they cannot refuse.

	A.  ______________________________________ - Mandates that provide federal funding that the state 	can use to comply with the new federal instructions.  

		1.  Example:  Update your highway infrastructure in accordance with these new federal 				regulations, and here is some federal money to do it with.

	B.  ____________________________________- Mandates that do not provide any funding to the states 	to assist them in complying with the new federal instructions.  

		1.  The Classic Example:  ________________________________________________________- 		Required state and local governments to provide the disabled with equal access to services, 			employment, buildings, and transportation systems, but did not include funds to help defray the 			cost.  	

IV.  ___________________________ - Efforts to return more governmental functions ____________________ 

______________________________________________________________

	A.  It started with the election of Republican majorities to the House and Senate in 1994

	B.  The first key issue was ________________________________ which turned management of the 	AFDC Program (Aid to Families with Dependent Children ) over to the states
		
V.  The Future of Federalism

	A.  The relationship between and responsibilities of the state and national government ______________

	___________________________________________________________________________________ .

	B.  Federalism will be with us for ________________________________________________________.
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AP Government Study Guide for Unit 2 Political Beliefs and Behaviors test on Wednesday, October 14th (+/- a day)

When creating the test, we will write the questions with these exact resources in hand.  Anything in them is fair game.  Nevertheless, we have added some study questions in case that might also be helpful for you.

1.  Notes – Political Ideology (This was a note packet that we did together in class).  
Be able to fully recreate the political spectrum at the top.  How do liberals / Democrats and Conservatives / Republicans differ in terms of the economic views and moral views?  How do they differ in their views of capitalism?  What sort of policies would each side favor and why (Note:  I will not give you the same exact policies, so be sure you go for understanding here)?

2.  Guided Reading - Political Parties
What is a political party as opposed to an interest group?  Be able to list and fully explain the 4 most important functions of political parties.  What is the constitutional basis of political parties?  Describe the early evolution of American political parties (including the "proto" - parties).  Be able to list and fully explain the 4 parts of National Party Structure in America, including the specific functions of the national committee and its chairman.  What are (were) political machines and what became of them?

3.  Guided Reading - Critical / Realignment Elections
What are critical / realignment periods or elections and what are the two kinds?  What is an example of each kind of critical election?  

4.  Guided Reading - Interest Groups Part 1
What is an interest group as opposed to a political party?  Be able to list and fully explain the 4 different kinds of interest groups.  Which kind tends to be the most effectively organized?  What are earmarks?  Why do people come together to form interest groups?  What is the downside of interest groups?  What is lobbying and what are examples of it?  Who makes an effective lobbyist?  How do interest groups lobby the courts (Note - there are actually 3 ways, not 2.  Be sure you understand amicus curie briefs)?  What is grassroots lobbying and what are some examples?  When do interest groups resort to political protest?

5.  Guided Reading - Interest Groups Part 2 
Be able to list and fully explain the 4 kinds of election activities that interest groups engage in.  What is the free rider problem and how do interest groups try to solve it (You need to know what a collective good is to understand the free rider problem)?  

6.  Powerpoint - Political Beliefs and Behaviors
What is American political culture?  What are our shared American values?  What are the culture wars (Be able to fully explain everything about them in the slides about the culture wars?)  What is political socialization?  What are the factors involved in political socialization?  How do different kinds of people tend to vote (Republican or democrat)?  What is the most common form of political participation?  How are Americans less but more politically active them citizens of other democratic nations?  What might explain why Americans vote in lower numbers then citizens of other democracies?  What is happening regarding "split-ticket voting?"  What has been the effect of  the Motor Voter law?  What predicts how an individual would vote more accurately than anything else?  What kind of Americans are more likely to vote?  What are the two "kinds" of voting and which one determines the outcome of elections?  



  

Unit 2: World’s Smallest Political Quiz
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 AP Gov Activities Packet Pg. 127

	Name ________________________________________________________________________________  Hour  _____________________
Unit2: PowerPoint Notes - Political Ideology
Understanding political Ideologies economically (Economic Self-Governor)
	
	1
	Far Left = 
	Far Right = 
	2

	3
	
	
	4

	7



	6

	5
	8

	9



They favor…
	1



	2

	3

	4



…government regulation or control of the economy.
	5.  They believe MORE / LESS in pure capitalism (free market capitalism, the free market economy, the market economy).
They are less laissez-faire (French for "_________________")
	6.  They believe MORE / LESS in pure capitalism (free market capitalism, the free market economy, the market economy)
They are more laissez-faire (French for "_______________")


The Views of our two major parties, Republicans and Democrats (Very broadly speaking!)
	Democrats
	Republicans

	Capitalism:
1.  Organizes a nation’s economy well, but without government regulations, …
    
2.  Creates tremendous wealth though too much of it …

3.  Is often unfair.  Many hard-working talented people through no fault of their own are…
	Capitalism:
1.  Efficiently organizes the economy to provide consumers with what they want.  Government rules and regulations …

2.  Creates tremendous wealth for all of society.  __________

3.  Is usually fair.  
A.  Talented hard working people will earn more.
B.  Lazy people will earn less …  



Understanding political parties ethically (Personal Self-Governor)
	Left
	Right

	2

	1





Where they stand on the issues
Democrats/Liberals				  	 			                     Republicans/Conservatives
are more likely to favor…
	Economic Issues

	
	Cutting Government Spending
	


	
	Pollution Regulations
	

	
	Raising the CAFÉ standards (Corporate Average Fuel Efficiency)
	

	
	Tax cuts to kill a recession
	

	
	Stimulus spending to kill a recession
	


	
	Privatizing Social Security
	

	
	A single-payer healthcare system
	


	
	College tuition grants
	

	
	Lowering the minimum wage
	


	
	Union rights
	

	Ethical Issues

	


	Allowing gay marriage 

	




	
	Pro-choice rather than pro-life
	

	
	School Prayer
	

	
	Allowing desecration of the US Flag
	

	
	Nativity scenes in front of public buildings at Christmas time
	

	
	Intelligent design theory in science classes



	










	John Stossel's (a libertarian) Greed
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EGkEziYbcJo
 
	Upton Sinclair's (a Socialist) The Jungle(United Streaming – World History:  The Modern Era, Segment 3:  Early Industrial America
http://app.discoveryeducation.com/core:player/view/assetGuid/D3257257-307E-4576-AC2D-7C04F606F870


	1.  According to Stossel, in a capitalist economy, why is it false to say, “If I win, you lose"?  














2.  According to Stossel, how did middle and lower class Americans win when the "robber barrons" of the industrial age became rich?













	1.  According to Sinclair, in a pure capitalist economy, business owners win, and the following groups lose.  Explain how.   
a.  Consumers (who buy products):








b.  Workers:









2.  What does the following Sinclair quote mean, "I aimed for the public's heart, and by accident I hit it in the stomach"?








[image: ]
Unit 2: Analyzing Political Ads
· We will now watch two campaign ads (in an attempt to be non-partisan…).  
	Our question is the same:  What is the message here and how is it communicated?
· You will each be assigned to a viewing group, and you will watch the video and take notes on the provided sheet on a specific component assigned to your group.  You will then discuss your notes with your group and come up with a consolidated summary of your analysis.
· You may choose to assign specific viewing focii (see ideas below in parentheses).
· Group A:  All non-human visual effects (images, settings, graphics, background and foreground, colors)
· Group B:  Humans (clothing, body language, speech patterns, gestures, facial expressions)
· Group C:  Text (content, presentation, backing – source, purpose, audience)
· Group D:  Sound (sound effects, music [genre, beat, etc.], speech [tone, volume, content])

· You will now move into “analysis groups.”  Each group should have at least one member from groups A, B, C, and D.
· In your analysis groups, take turns sharing your reflections. 
·  Now, we will watch one of the videos again.  
· Talk in your analysis groups about how the different modalities interact and layer to create meaning.  
· Re-visit your first notes from the initial video.  What could you add now?
· Chalk Talk… Using the frame of multimodal analysis, how did your viewing and analysis of the video change? 
· Whole group reflection…. 



Viewing Group Note-taker:
	Group A  Viewing Focus: All non-human visual effects
	Key observations about our driving question:
What are the important messages being communicated and how are they communicated?  Think about SEQUENCE as well.

	Specific Images / Graphics / Symbols
	








	Settings / Scenery / Background
	







	Colors
	







	Other
	












Viewing Group Note-taker:
	Group B Viewing Focus:  Humans

	Key observations about our driving question:
What are the important messages being communicated and how are they communicated? Think about SEQUENCE as well.

	Main Person / Focal Point:

· Who are they?
· What are they doing
· Clothing
· Body language, gestures
· Facial expressions
	
















	Additional People / Background:

· Who are they?
· What are they doing?
· Clothing
· Body language, gestures
· Facial expressions
	


















Viewing Group Note-taker:
	Group C Viewing Focus:  Text

	Key observations about our driving question:
What are the important messages being communicated and how are they communicated? Think about SEQUENCE as well.

	Content
	








	Presentation... effects, colors, etc.

	








	Audience and purpose
	








	Source / backing

	










Viewing Group Note-taker:
	Group D Viewing Focus:  Sound

	Key observations about our driving question:
What are the important messages being communicated and how are they communicated? Think about SEQUENCE as well.

	Sound effects
	










	Music
· Genre
· Beat / rhythm
· Tone / mood

	










	Speech
· Tone
· Volume
· Content
· Pacing

	














Analysis Group Worksheet:
	Viewing Focus:

	Key observations about our driving question:
What are the important messages being communicated and how are they communicated?

	Group A:  All non-human visual effects (images, settings, graphics, background and foreground, colors)

	





	Group B:  Humans (clothing, body language, speech patterns, gestures, facial expressions)

	






	Group C:  Text (content, presentation, backing – source, purpose, audience)

	






	Group D:  Sound (sound effects, music [genre, beat, etc.], speech [tone, volume, content])

	






	Interaction and Layering...

Reflections on how different aspects of the video interact and create more complex meanings together.... (for example, what is happening visually when there is a change in the music?)
	












Name _________________________________________________________  Hour   ___________

Unit 2: Political Beliefs and Behaviors – PowerPoint

I.  American Political Culture – 



A.  Shared American Values:

1.  	– Government exists to protect our rights, freedoms, or liberties (synonyms) 

2.  				 –The best form of government is a republic 

a. However, trust in our government has been steadily declining for over 50 years.  

b. Still, it is a loss in trust in our particular government officials not in republican government itself.

3.  				– Citizens ought to participate in their communities

4.  				– That your success or failure in life is up to you.

5.  Equality 
a. 				 – All citizens should have equal opportunity to participate 

b. 	- All citizens should have an equal chance to succeed financially. 

c. NOT Economic Equality simply –That all citizens should have equal income or wealth
 
B. Culture Wars –


 		
1.  The right to life (Declaration of Independence) 
a. To a conservative, it means (among other things) that the government cannot arbitrarily put you to death without due process of law. 

b. To a liberal, it means (among other things) that the government must make certain that you have access to healthcare.

2.  Equality of Economic Opportunity 
a. To a conservative, it means that there should be no preferential treatment for particular individuals or groups when hiring. 

b. To a liberal, it means that there should be preferential treatment for particular individuals and groups when hiring because of past and lingering discrimination (ex.  Affirmative Action)

3.  So our culture wars are over the meaning of our shared values not over the values themselves.

4.  In America, our culture wars are as much about ____________________________like 

abortion and gay marriage as they are about _________________________________________.



a. We have a low __________________________________ 

b. 

c.  This annoys Marxists who believe that all political conflict ultimately boils down to a battle between the rich and the not-rich. 

5.  Also, Americans (left or right) tend to agree with our common values in the abstract, but not always in particular circumstances.

a. Example:  Abstract - Do you agree with the rights to peaceably assemble and to free speech? 	
Yes 
Specific -Who should we allow to hold a rally in front of our town hall? 
a. PETA? •Pro-lifers? •Pro-choicers? •Atheists? •Neo-Nazis? •The KKK? 
Sometimes Yes •Sometimes No
 
II. Political Socialization – 



 	A.  Factors Involved in Political Socialization

1.   				–  the single most important source of political values

a. The majority of young people support the same political party as their parents 

b. This political preference often carries on into adulthood 

c. Most of those who do break with their parents political leanings become independents/moderates.  Democrat kids usually don’t become Republican adults or vice versa

2.  

a. Men and women tend to vote in similar numbers. 

b. Women tend to vote ___________________________ a bit more often than men. 

c. Men tend to vote  ____________________________a bit more often than women.  


3.  

a. The longer one stays in a college or university, the more _______________________ one tends to become. 
b. Today, this tendency is weakening
 		4.  Social Class 

a. White-collar workers and those with higher incomes are likely to be _______________ 

b. Blue-collar workers (especially those who belong to a labor union) and those with lower incomes are likely to be ____________________.  

5.  
a. Latinos and especially African Americans are likely to be ______________________. 
1.)  African Americans are the most reliable democratic demographic. 

b. Whites are more likely to be _______________________

6.  

a. Residents of large highly populated cities tend to be ______________________ 

b. Residents of smaller cities and towns tend to be ______________________

7.  
	a.  Married couples are more likely to be _____________________________ than singles


III. Political Participation
A.  				–The most common form of political participation in America 

1.  A smaller percentage of Americans vote than in most other democracies 

2.  

3.  Turnout is lower in off-year elections (non-presidential elections)
4.  Possible Explanations: 
a. In some nations, voting is mandatory. 
b. Some other nations do not require voters to register in advance 
c. While our elections are on a workday (Tuesday), many nations have them on weekends, holidays, or over more than one day.  
	d. Many nations have elections less often than we do (every 2 years in the U.S.), so each 		election is “your only chance to vote for the next 5 years!”

5.  However, Americans engage in other forms of political participation (campaigning, contacting their legislators, protesting) more than citizens of most other democracies.

6.  People vote for a candidate more because of the candidate’s …


7. Still, split-ticket voting is on the rise (
											
8.  						- A federal law that requires states to allow people to register to vote when applying for driver's licenses.
	a.  Results:
		1.)  Voter registration ______________________________________
		
		2.)  Actual voter participation DID / DID NOT increase very much.  


B.  Who Votes?

* 1.  

* 2.   

3.    

4.   

5.  Whites vote more often than African Americans. 

6.  High income African Americans vote more often than high income whites.  

7.  Those with high levels of _____________________________ -  the belief that voting can 	make a difference, that the government responds to the will of the voter.  

 	
C.  The Voting That Counts
1.  Prospective Voting - 

a. It requires a lot of information 

b. Political activists are more likely to be prospective voters

2.  Retrospective Voting - 


a. It does not require a lot of information 

b. Most people are retrospective voters.
 		
3.  
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AP Government Study Guide for Unit 3 - Elections and the Media on Tues, October 27th (+/- a day)

When creating the test, we will write the questions with these exact resources in hand.  Anything in them is fair game.  Nevertheless, we have added some study questions in case that might also be helpful for you.

1.  Notes - Introduction to U.S. National Elections
What are some basic aspects of and differences between the Senate and the House of Representatives?  What is the census, apportionment, and re-apportionment?  Who are your Senators and Representatives?  Who is up for election every 2 years?  What voting trends have we seen in America?

2.  Guided Reading - Public Opinion
What institution of the US Government was created to be the most responsive to public opinion?  What checks did the framers of the constitution place on public opinion?  What is "public opinion?" What does good public opinion polling entail (be thorough)?  What is stratified or multistage sampling?  What is sampling error?  What are exit polls and when might they be unreliable?  What is the point of the graphics in the guided reading?

4.  Outline from handout - The stages of our national elections - Be fully familiar with the details of the 8 stages of our national elections in order for both presidential and congressional elections.  What are primary and caucus elections?  Which is more common?  What kind of individuals typically attend primary and caucus elections (especially caucus elections)?  What is the role of delegates in our primary elections?  What day does the Constitution specify for our national elections? What is the Electoral College, and what role does it play in the general election?  What number of electors is needed to win the presidency?    

5.  PowerPoint - National Elections (Parts 1 and 2) - What are open and closed primaries and why have a closed primary?  What are the different kinds of delegates, and how is delegate allocation done for each state?  What is the difference between "winner-take-all" and "proportional allocation" methods of awarding delegates, and what effect does it have on the length of the entire primary contest?  Who tends to vote in primary elections and what effect does this have on 1.)  the way that nominees campaign in the primaries and 2.) the political ideology of those in our government as opposed to the political ideology of the American people in general?  What is Super-Tuesday, front-loading, and the significance of Iowa and New Hampshire on the primary calendar?  Explain the Electoral College system and the effect it has on how candidates campaign.  Explain how the following aspects of the US election system tend to result in a 2-party system rather than a multi-party system:  plurality elections, single-member winner-take-all-districts.  Explain the following alternative election methods and how they would increase the likelihood of a multi-party system:  Run-off elections, proportional representation.  Know and explain the following election options that some states have and others do not:  Ballot initiatives, referendums, recall elections, run-off elections.  How does the media tend to cover elections, and what influence does it have on what voters think is important?  

6.  Notes - Winning the popular vote and losing the presidency - Understand mathematically how a candidate can win more votes but still not become president.  

7.  Question for Debate: Should the Electoral College be replaced by direct popular election of the President?
What are the main arguments for and against changing the Electoral College system?  

8.  Study Questions - Public Opinion and the Mass Media
What does the media consist of?  Explain the "most important role" that the media plays, setting the "public agenda?"  Explain the kind of media coverage that seems to be able to alter public opinion and give an example?  What choice do most Americans make that limits the media's ability to change public opinion?  Regarding the question of whether or not news reporting has a liberal or conservative bias, what have studies shown (or not shown)?  What economic motive do news agencies have to avoid biased reporting?  What aspect of political campaigns do the media tend to report frequently, and what aspect do the media tend not to report frequently?  What kind of campaign advertisements are (unfortunately) effective, especially when the public knows little about a candidate?

9.  PowerPoint - Majoritarian and Elite Politics
Fully understand Majoritarian Politics and the 4 different theories of Elite Politics.  Everything in this PowerPoint is important for the test.  






Name ______________________________________________________  Hour ___________
Unit 3: Notes - Introduction to U.S. National Elections

	I.  Congress

	               A.  

1.  


2.  Each State gets …




3.  Each Senator is elected by the state "at large;" that is, …  



4.  Each Senator serves …
	               B.    

1.  


2,  Each state is "_____________________________" a certain share of the 435 total Representatives based on its …

3.  The US Census is done every ________ years to determine which states populations have grown or shrunk relative to each other.  

4.  Each state is then “_________________________” a certain number of representatives in accordance with the results of the census.
          Some states gain Representatives
          Some states lose Representatives 

5.  Since Michigan's state population is currently about 3.5% of the total population of the United States, Michigan is apportioned 3.5% of the total 435 

Representatives; that is, _______________________. 

6.  Each Representative is elected ________________

___________________________________________  That is, voters in Michigan's 14th district cannot vote for the Representative who will serve in Michigan's 15th District or vice versa.


7.  Each Representative serves the citizens of his district and not the entire state.  













	Go to:  http://www.govtrack.us/ and fill in the following information

	Michigan's Senior Senator:


	Michigan's Junior Senator:

	Your District:
	Your Representative:





	II.  Who is up for election when?


	Year 0
	Year 2 
	Year 4
	Year 6 
	Year 8
	Year 10

	
















	

	
	
	
	


















III.  Trends in Voting in America
A.  Historically, in a mid-term election, the President's party …
	


1.  That is, if the President is a Democrat, there are currently 55 seats in the Senate are occupied by 	Democrats, and it is a mid-term election; then the  Democrats will likely end up with …



	2.  The same thing happens in the House of Representatives in a mid-term election

B.  The percentage of Americans who vote has been GROWING / DECLINING over the years.

C.  Most voters vote "straight-ticket" on their voting ballot; that is …

D.  Split-ticket voting is on the rise; that is, …

 (For example, for a Democratic President but a DEMOCRACTIC / REPUBLICAN Senator)


Unit 3: The Stages of US National Elections
	Steps
	Presidential Elections (More than a year long process)
	Congressional Elections (a few month process)

	1.  The Announcement
	Usually more than a year before the general election, each candidate gives a speech and announces his or her intention to run for president
	This step is the same, but not done so early before the election. 

	
2.  Campaigning within the parties
	
At this time, candidates from the same political party compete with each other to become the one winner (nominee) from their party.  They travel the country raising money, giving speeches, and running advertisements promoting themselves and criticizing their opponents.  Debates are held which include either all Democratic candidates or all Republican candidates.  Republican and Democratic candidates do not debate each other at this time.  
	This step is pretty much the same but much smaller in scale.  Of course, people running for Congress do not campaign outside of their own state or congressional district.

	
3.  Primaries (Actually, Primaries and Caucuses)
	Under the old "convention" nomination system, party insiders called delegates would choose the party's nominee at the national nomination convention (next step).  All that the voters could do is eventually vote for either the nominee that the Republican insiders chose or the nominee that the Democratic insiders chose.  Under the new "primary" system, political parties are not as in control of the process as they once were.  Now, from January to June, each party holds an election in each state to allow the voters to vote for most of the delegates that each party sends to the national convention.  By selecting delegates who are "pledged" to vote for a particular candidate, the voters largely decide which candidate will be the parties' nominee.  These 50 Republican and 50 Democratic elections (1 in each state) are either primaries or caucuses (and a few states have a combination of both).  In Primary elections, which are more common, citizens in each state simply go to their polling location (voting location), vote, and leave.  Caucuses are less commonly used.  These all-day affairs involve voters taking turns giving speeches to try to convince other voters to support the candidate that they prefer.    The voters do not actually vote for their preferred candidate until the end of the day.  Only political activists tend to take the time to attend either of these kinds of elections, especially caucus elections 
	
In congressional primaries, there are no delegates involved.  Voters vote directly for the candidates, and whoever wins the most votes wins the primary and becomes their parties' nominee for the House or Senate.  

	
4.  National Party Conventions
	After all of the primaries and caucuses have been held, each political party holds a huge meeting called the National Convention.  The delegates that were selected by the voters in the primaries and caucuses all go to this convention to officially cast their votes for a candidate on behalf of their state.  The person who has won a majority of the delegates becomes the party's official nominee.  Once this is done, none of the other candidates will be running for president any longer.  There is now just one Republican and one Democratic nominee (and one nominee from whatever independent parties ran campaigns).  Although no one is officially the nominee until the delegates cast their votes at the convention, it is always known well in advance who has won the majority of delegates in the primaries and caucuses.  The official delegate voting and announcement at the convention are really just formalities.  The convention serves as a ceremonial "coming out party" for the winner, and consists of a week of speeches and music which culminates in the acceptance speech of the winning candidate.  Then, the contest between the two parties officially begins.  

	
The National Party Conventions have nothing to do with Congressional elections.  

	5.  Campaigning for the General Election
	
Now it is finally a campaign between only two individuals, the official Democratic and Republican nominees.  Each of these nominees travels the country making speeches and attends debates against each other, trying to win the support of the American people. 
	Congressional nominees campaign and may or may not debate each other.  Since incumbents win congressional elections so often, especially in the House of Representatives, incumbents will often spend a minimal amount of time campaigning unless polls show that the challenger is actually a serious threat.  

	
6.  The General Election ("General" meaning the whole nation votes on the same day, unlike during the primaries)
	Finally it is election day, the first Tuesday after the first Monday in November every four years according to the Constitution (Know that for the test, though it's actually every two years.  Remember the mid-terms).  Although voters will see a choice between different presidential and vice presidential candidates on the voting ballot, they will not actually vote for either of these candidates directly.  They actually vote for a group of people, called electors, who will vote for the president for them.  If a candidate wins a majority of the popular vote (the vote of the public) in a state, then all of the electors in that state who are designated to vote for that candidate will get to go and vote for him.  The losing candidate's electors do not get to vote.  Whichever candidate is able to win 270 of the possible 538 elector's votes, called electoral votes, will become president.  After all of the states have voted on election day (and usually even before all have voted), the math is done, and the winner is identified who gives an acceptance speech.  The losing candidate gives a concession speech. 
 
	
Both the President and members of Congress are elected at the same time on the day of the general election.  For members of Congress, the Electoral College is not involved.  Whoever wins the most votes wins the election.  

	
7.  The Electoral Vote
	On the first Monday after the second Wednesday in December, the electors that each state voted for now go and cast their electoral votes for president.  Since the electors almost always vote for the candidate that they are pledged to vote for, and in many states are legally required to, this step is largely a formality.  The winner has long since been determined mathematically on the night of the general election.  In any case, it is now official.  The winner of the electoral vote is henceforth referred to as the "President Elect" until he or she becomes the actual president next month
	
The electoral vote has nothing to do with congressional elections.

	
8.  The Inauguration
	On January 20th, a formal ceremony, called the inauguration, is held in front of the US Capital (where Congress does its business) in which the President Elect becomes the official President of the United States.  The Oath of office is administered by the Chief Justice of the Supreme Court.  "I do solemnly swear that I will faithfully execute the office of President of the United States, and will to the best of my ability, preserve, protect, and defend the Constitution of the United States, [so help me God]."
	
Each house swears in its new members when Congress convenes.  



Unit 3: Outline Guide – The Stages of US National Elections
Directions:  Use the outline guide along with the handout to create your outline of the Stages of US National Elections on a separate sheet of line paper.  Not on this sheet!
I.  The Announcement
A. Presidential
1 numbered statement minimum
B. Congressional
1 numbered statement minimum

II.  Campaigning within the parties
A. Presidential
2 numbered statements minimum
B. Congressional
1 numbered statement minimum

III.  Primaries
A. Presidential
6 numbered statements minimum
B. Congressional
1 numbered statement minimum

IV.  National Party Conventions
A. Presidential
3 numbered statements minimum
B. Congressional
1 numbered statement minimum

V.  Campaigning for the General Election
A. Presidential
1 numbered statements minimum
B. Congressional
2 numbered statement minimum

VI.  The General Election
A. Presidential
5 numbered statements minimum
B. Congressional
2 numbered statement minimum

VII.  The Electoral Vote
A. Presidential
2 numbered statements minimum
B. Congressional
1 numbered statement minimum

VIII.  The Inauguration
A. Presidential
2 numbered statements minimum
B. Congressional
1 numbered statement minimum



























































Name ____________________________________________________________________ Hour __________

Unit 3: PowerPoint Notes National Elections -  Part 1
 I.  Primaries and Caucuses
	A.  Types 
		1.  Open -
 
		2.  Closed - 


			a. Why have a closed primary? 
			To prevent "strategic voting" by the opposition -voting for a candidate who you think will 			be easy for your candidate to defeat.
 	B.  Delegates -
 
		1.  Pledged - 
		2.  Unpledged- Party insiders (members of congress, governors, party leaders, etc.) who 				automatically get to cast a vote at the convention. 
			a. Democrats call theirs, …

		3.  2008 delegate breakdown
			a.  GOP:  ________________ pledged, _________ unpledged
			
			b.  Dems:  _______________ pledged, __________ unpledged "Super-delegates."
		4.  The math to determine the number of delegates each state receives is COMPLICATED, but it 			is largely based on …

	C.  Delegate allocation 
		1.  In 2008, all Democratic primaries/caucuses allocated delegates proportionally -


		2.  Some Republican primaries/ caucuses uses a winner-take-all allocation system -		
 

3.  This helps explain why McCain won his nomination so early in 2008, and Obama/Clinton took so long (The longest in US History).  Both kept winning about 50% of the delegates.  Once McCain won a few early "winner-take-all" states, he had so many delegates so quickly, the others dropped out. 

4.  For 2012, the GOP changed entirely to a proportional allocation system.  As a result, the nomination process took longer than in 2008, but still not nearly as long as Obama / Clinton.  
	
	D.  Who votes? 
		1.  Unlike later in the general election, only …


2.  This explains why our political leaders are so much further to the left or the right then most of the Americans that they represent who are close to the center.  

The activists who pick the nominees in the primaries/caucuses ensure that the only choice that voters will have in the general election is between someone at the far left or someone at the far right.  

	
3.  To win in the primaries/caucuses, candidates must be more liberal or conservative 				themselves. 
			a. Obama's position during the primaries 'Combat forces will leave Iraq within 16 months 				of me taking office' -Appealing to extreme liberals. 
			b. Obama after he won the primaries, 'We continue to refine our Iraq strategy'  
c. During the 2012 primaries, Romney said that Arizona’s tough immigration law was a model for the nation.
d. During the general election campaign, he said that he only meant the “e-verify” part of it.  

	E.  The Primary Calendar 
		1.  The Primaries typically begin in early January and end in early June.  
		2. Super Tuesday -

			a.  It is the closest thing we have to a 	national primary day
 			b.  In 2012, it was March 6th with 16 states holding elections.
		3.  Front-loading -


		4.  By tradition, __________________ always gets the first caucus and ___________________ 			always gets the first Primary. 
			a. If a candidate wins both of those, he or she is looking good to become the nominee.  
	II.  The Electoral College
A.  


B.  Each state has the same number of electors as it does…
  

C.  We (voters) choose which electors from our state (ex: Obama electors or McCain) get to vote for the President.

D.  Originally, electors could vote any way they wished, regardless of who they claimed they would vote for.

E.  Today, many states require them to vote as they claimed they would (Obama electors must vote for Obama, etc.)

F.  Whichever candidate wins the _________________________________________________ in a state 

wins all of the states' __________________________________________________________________ except in Maine and Nebraska (they divide them up proportionately)

G.  Whoever wins __________________________________ total electoral votes throughout the nation becomes the president

H.  If no one wins 270, the House of Representatives chooses the President (this has not happened since Thomas Jefferson - 1800)

I.  Result of this system:  Presidential Candidates focus their campaigns on 

1. Competitive "_________________________" that could vote either way 
2.  States with many electoral votes.

III. Elections and our Two-Party System
A.  Key Terms of our American Election System

1.                                                                      – Whoever wins the most votes, not a majority of votes (50% +1), wins that state or district or that state's electoral votes.

2.                                                                               – There is only one winner.  Second place gets nothing

	a. Results of both of these
1.)  Third party candidates must beat both major party candidates at the same time to win which is difficult. 
2.)  Winning a significant percentage of the vote gets everyone except the one winner nothing.
3.)  Voters know this, so they don't "waste their vote" on long-shot third party candidates.

3.  Single Member, Winner-Take-All, Plurality Elections like we have tend to result in…


B.  Alternatives
1.                                                                                                       (instead of a plurality system) - If no one wins a majority of the votes, another election is held between only the top two vote getters.

a. Result:  A third party candidate would not have to beat both major parties at the same time.  He could come in second in the first election and first in the second election - still difficult, but not all but impossible. 

2.                                                                                                           (instead of a single-member, winner-take-all system) - If a political party gets 20% of the national vote, they get 20% of the seats in the legislature. 

a. Result:  3rd party voters would not feel that they are wasting their vote.  Even if they add up to only 10% of the overall national vote, they still get 10% of the seats in the legislature.      
 
	3.  Both of these systems would decrease the likelihood of a two-party system














IV.  State Variations on Elections - Some states allow for the following.  Some do not.

A.                                                                                 - Citizens can petition to have "propositions" placed on the ballot to be voted on.  	Citizen law-making.

1.  Ex:  Michigan had _____ proposals on the ballot in 2012 dealing with taxes, collective bargaining, sustainable energy, and a new bridge to Canada.  

B.                                                                                 - Allowing citizens to directly vote to nullify a law passed by their state legislature

	1.  Ex:  2012’s Proposal 1 on Michigan’s …

C.                                                                                  - A vote to remove an elected official from office before his term has expired.
1.  Ex:  Arnold Schwarzenegger defeated Gray Davis in a California Recall election before Davis' term was up.   
	2.  Wisconsin Governor Scott Walker recently survived a recall election.  
D.  Run-off Elections (See III B 1 a few slides ago)

IV. Media coverage of elections.

A.                                                                                                         - TV and print media talk mostly about who is winning or losing, up or down in the polls, rather than about the candidate's views.


B.                                                                                                          - Broadcasting short quotes from the candidates rather than longer more detailed speeches. (Ex: "We are better off without Saddam Hussein," or "If it was foolish to go into Iraq, it is foolish to stay there.")

		1.  Average sound bites have shrunk from about 42 seconds in the late 60s to less than …


		2.  Both of these make it difficult for candidates to send more detailed messages to voters.

C.  During elections and year-round, the media “_____________________________________;” that is, it greatly influences what we, the voters, think is …  


…If the media is covering it, it must matter.










Unit 3: Question for Debate: Should the electoral college be replaced by direct popular election of the President?
Background on the Debate
When voters go to the polls on a presidential election day in November, they do not directly select a President. Instead they choose a slate of presidential electors.
Why are there presidential electors? The Framers of the Constitution gave a great deal of thought to the method for choosing the President. It was, said James Wilson of Pennsylvania, “the most difficult of all on which we have had to decide.” It was difficult because the Framers did not want to select the President by a direct vote of the people. They were certain that that would lead “to tumult and disorder.” Nor did they believe that the people would be able to make wise, informed choices about the candidates. So they had to find another method. 
After weeks of debate, the Framers agreed on a plan first put forward by Alexander Hamilton. Under the plan, the President was to be chosen by a special body of electors. Each State would have as many electors as it has members of Congress. For example, in 1992 Oklahoma had 8 electoral votes since it had 6 representatives in the House and, like all states, 2 U.S. senators. By contrast, California had 54 electoral votes because it had 52 representatives in the House and 2 in the Senate. The entire electoral college is made up of 538 electors, which is the sum of the number of members in the House (435), the total number of senators (100), and 3 electoral votes awarded to the District of Columbia through the 23rd Amendment. 
How, then, is a candidate elected President? It’s simple. To win, a candidate must receive a majority of all electoral college votes–at least 270. 
The Election of 1992 
To go back to the election of 1992, a voter in Oklahoma voting for George Bush was actually selecting 8 electors who had pledged to support the Bush-Quayle ticket. A voter choosing Bill Clinton was really selecting a different 8 electors who were pledged to support the Democratic ticket. Since Bush won the popular vote in Oklahoma, he received all of Oklahoma’s 8 votes. Clinton, however, won the popular vote in California, thereby gaining that state’s 54 electoral votes. This is known as the winner-take-all feature. 
In 1992, Bill Clinton won 370 electoral votes while George Bush won 168. The popular vote totals for the two candidates were nearly 45 million votes for Clinton and more than 39 million for Bush. Meanwhile, in spite of winning almost 20 million popular votes, independent candidate Ross Perot won no electoral votes. 
As almost always happens, the candidate with the biggest popular vote also won the most votes in the electoral college. Similarly, the electoral college results usually exaggerate the popular vote. Thus, Clinton won a clear majority of the electoral votes while winning only 43 percent of the popular vote. 
Time for a Change? 
Critics of the electoral college point out that the system may someday cause a crisis, particularly when three strong candidates keep anyone from winning a majority. (In that case the House of Representatives chooses the President and the Senate the Vice President.) Also, nothing in the Constitution requires electors to cast their votes for the candidate receiving the most popular votes. Why not simply do away with the electoral college in favor of a direct popular election?


Arguments for Change 
1. The electoral college is undemocratic. It is possible for one candidate to win a majority of the popular vote, but still lose the presidency. This happened in 1824, 1876, and 1888. In 15 other elections, a shift of less than 1 percent of the national popular vote would have had the same result. It would have made the popular-vote loser the President. 
2. The reasons for creating the electoral college no longer apply. In 1787, not everyone could read or write. It was also difficult to get information because communications were so bad. Now voters are much better informed. They do not need electors choosing the President for them. 
3. Letting Congress decide, in the event no candidate receives 270 votes, is unfair. In 1976 a shift of a little more than 11,000 votes in Delaware and Ohio would have given the electoral votes in those States to Gerald Ford instead of Jimmy Carter. Neither candidate would have had 270 votes, thus turning the election over to the House, letting that body rather than the voters elect a President. 
4. Electors do not have to cast their votes for the candidate receiving the most popular votes. Sometimes electors refuse to vote for the candidate who won the most popular votes in his or her state. This happened as recently as 1988. In a close vote, an elector could cause the election to result in a tie, thereby sending the election to the House? 
Arguments Against Change
1. Why tamper with a system that works? The electoral college has been in place for more than 200 years and has worked well with few problems. 
2. A popular election system would cause new problems. With the present system, there is never the need for a runoff election. Without the electoral college, if no candidate received 40 percent of the vote there would have to be a runoff election. That would be expensive and needlessly complex. 
3. A popular election system would weaken the two-party system. Under the electoral system, minor party candidates might receive millions of popular votes, but no electoral votes. If that changed, minor parties would be encouraged to run, drawing votes away from major party candidates. Again, the likelihood of no candidate receiving the necessary 40 percent would be increased. 
4. The problem of uncontrollable electors is a minor one. More than 17,000 electors’ votes have been cast since 1789, but in only 10 cases have electors voted for candidates not winning the popular vote. In no case did such votes come close to changing an election outcome. 
Questions
1.  Why did the Framers of the Constitution create the Electoral College?
2.  Explain the Electoral College process.  Be sure to include the terms "popular vote" and "electoral vote" in your explanation.  
3.  Of the 4 arguments for changing the Electoral College, which 2 are the best?  Why?
4.  Of the 4 arguments against changing the Electoral College, which 2 are the best?  Why?  
5.  If it were solely up to you, would you support or oppose changing the Electoral College system in any way?  Why?  



Name ______________________________________________________________________  Hour _________
Unit 3: Majoritarian and Elite Politics Notesheet
I. Who has political power in America? 
A. Of course, Political power is exercised by our elected leaders. 

B. And since we freely choose these leaders, political power really resides with the American people. 

C. But perhaps there are a few among us with enough resources to strongly influence both the outcome of our elections and behavior elected leaders once they are elected. 

D. Perhaps real political power resides not so much with the American people as a whole but with these few individuals who have a much greater effect on our vote and our elected officials than most of us realize. 

II. Two theories of political power in America
A. Majoritarian politics – 


1. This is the "__________________________" of leadership that way when most people are watching.  That is, when deciding issues that have captured the American people's attention.  

2. But often, most of the American people are not paying all that much attention.  In these cases (which very well may be the majority of cases), whose interest do our political leaders serve? 

B. Elite politics – 

1.  These "elites" have a disproportionate influence over who gets elected and what these leaders do once they are elected.  
2.  According to some, our political leaders serve elite interests when deciding issues that have not captured the American people's attention.      
3.  But who are these mysterious political "elites?"

C. 4 different theories of elite politics (Who are the elites?)
1.  Elite Theory #1:  The Marxist View - Karl Marx's view that all political struggles are really struggles between …

a.  Capitalists want workers to work more for less and workers want to work less for more, so they are always natural enemies.  
b.  Around 350 B.C., Aristotle argued that the single most significant organizing principle of politics is …

c.  For Marx, it is not the most significant principle of politics.  _____________________

_________________Everything in politics is class warfare whether it looks like it or not.  
		
d.  The elites are the …
	e. Depending on which of these elite groups 	is currently on top, the government will do the bidding of ether the one or the other.    
c. Marxists claim that, in America, _______________ has generally triumphed over 
_____________________.
3. Elite Theory #2:  The Power Elite View – 

a. The power elites are:

			1.) 
			2.) Top military officials

			3.) 
		b.  This is similar to Marxism, but the elites 	aren't quite the same. 

4. Elite Theory #3:  The Bureaucratic View – 


a.  The federal bureaucracy - the thousands of employees, called bureaucrats, who work for the federal government.  
 		b. The president puts the laws into effect, but he is just one person.  

c.  _________________________ are the people who work for the President and really put the laws into effect.
e.  Most of them have been in government long before the president was elected, will be there long after the president is gone, and will never actually communicate directly with the president in their entire life. 
f.  Because of this, they are largely able to put these laws into effect in ______________

_____________________________ including ways that might be entirely different from what Congress intended when they wrote the laws.  
g.  Presidents and Congressmen come and go, but the government bureaucrats remain…

  
i.  By putting Congress' laws into effect as they see fit, they actually shape and even remake Congress' laws.  They are really responsible for policy in America.  Not the President, and not Congress.

4.  Elite Theory #4:  The Pluralists View
	
		a.  
			1.)  Bankers, Auto workers, Oil tycoons, Environmentalists, teachers, 					farmers, steel workers, franchise owners of every kind, investors, gun 					owner activists, woman's rights activists, minority rights activists, 						animal rights activists, and so on.	 
		b.  Each of these countless groups have leaders, and…
		c.  While some elite leaders certainly have more political power than others, no elites 			have enough political power to …

		d.  So over time, various elite leaders team up with other elite leaders, pooling their 			political power together to form a large enough alliance or “______________________” 

to control the government.
		e.  These coalitions change over time, and whichever coalition has collected the most 			
political power at the moment … 
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AP Government Study Guide for Unit 4A, Part 1: Congress - Test on Thursday, November 5th (+/- a day)

When creating the test, we will write the questions with these exact resources in hand.  Anything in them is fair game.  Nevertheless, we have added some study questions in case that might also be helpful for you.

1.  PowerPoint Notes – Introduction to Elections & Congress
What are some basic aspects of and differences between the Senate and the House of Representatives?  What is the census, apportionment, and re-apportionment?  Who are your Senators and Representatives?  What are the terms and qualifications of service in each house?  How is it that the Senate is the "upper" house?  What are Congressional Committees and what is their role?

2.  Guided Reading - The Evolution of Congress
What does "bicameral" mean?  How were members of each house originally chosen?  What limits did the Constitution put on Congress' Legislative power?  What would a fast or slow Congress be like, and which kind do we have?  What is the story of the 17th amendment?  What is a filibuster and cloture?  

3.  Guided Reading - Who is in Congress
How would one describe the typical member of Congress?  How has the membership of Congress changed over time?  What has been the most important change in the composition of Congress that occurred between the 19th century and the mid to late 1900s?  What are marginal and safe districts?  What advantages do incumbents have in elections?

4.  How a bill becomes a Handout
What are the different phases, in order, that a bill goes through?  What occurs at each stage in each house?  What differences exist at each phase between each house of Congress?  

5.  Guided Reading - How a Bill Becomes a Law. 
What kind of bills move quickly or slowly through the process?  Who has an advantage in the legislative process:  proponents or opponents of bills?  Why?  How are bills introduced?  What happens to bills that are not passed into law by the end of Congress' 2 year term?  What types of bills and resolutions exist?  

How are bills referred to particular committees?  What is the role of the House Ways and Means Committee regarding revenue (tax) and appropriations (spending) bills?  What is the fate of most bills?  What do the following terms mean, and what is their significance:  hearings, sequential referral, mark-up sessions, discharge petition, the house rules committee, closed rule, open rule, restrictive rule? 

What do the following terms mean regarding bills in the House of Representatives and what are their significance:  committee of the whole, quorum, riders, quorum call? 

What do the following terms mean regarding bills in the Senate and what are their significance:  riders, Christmas tree bills, filibusters, cloture, double-tracking

What are the different methods of voting on bills in Congress and which ones record each individual members votes?  What can happen once a bill is sent to the President?  

6.  Film:  One person, One vote (Note:  This film is available online if you missed it.  Go to my website, print the movie sheet, and the link is at the top of that sheet)
What sort of problem arose as people moved from rural areas to cities?  What was determined in the cases of Baker v. Carr, Gray v Sanders, and Reynolds v Sims?  


Unit 4A, Part 1: PowerPoint Note sheet – Introduction to Elections and Congress

	Congress – Review Material

	A.  The Senate

1.  100 total Senators


2.  Each State gets 2 Senators regardless of Population


3.  Each Senator is elected by the state "at large;" that is, by all of the voters in the state.  

4.  Each Senator serves the state as a whole.
	B.  The House of Representatives

1.  435 total Representatives

2,  Each state is "apportioned" a certain share of the 435 total Representatives based on its population.

3.  The US Census is done every 10 years to determine which states populations have grown or shrunk relative to each other.  

4.  Each state is then “re-apportioned” a certain number of representatives in accordance with the results of the census.
          Some states gain Representatives
          Some states lose Representatives 

5.  Since Michigan's state population is currently about 3.5% of the total population of the United States, Michigan is apportioned 3.5% of the total 435 Representatives; that is, 15 of the 435. 

6.  Each Representative is elected only by the voters in his particular district.  That is, voters in Michigan's 14th district cannot vote for the Representative who will serve in Michigan's 15th District or vice versa.

7.  Each Representative serves the citizens of his district and not the entire state.  




















II.  More on Congress
	
The Senate
	
The House of Representatives

	

	


	Terms and qualifications

	Minimum Age:

	

	


	Minimum years of citizenship

	

	


	Length of term

	

	


	Maximum number of terms

	

	


	4 pieces of evidence that the Senate was intended to be the upper house of Congress 
1.  
2.  
3.  
4.  

	Congressional Committees (pg 344 & 345)
1.  Each house is divided up into small groups, called ________________________, that specialize in certain areas of law
2.  Committees are further divided into smaller _____________________
3.  Committees are headed by powerful "______________________

4.    



	Go to:  http://www.govtrack.us/ and fill in the following information

	Michigan's Senior Senator:


	Michigan's Junior Senator:

	Committee Assignments (pick a couple that seem important):
1.

2.


	Committee Assignments (pick a couple that seem important):
1.

2.

	Your District:
	Your Representative:


	Committee Assignments (pick a couple that seem important):
1.

2.




Unit 4A, Part 1: Handout - How a bill becomes a law

Note:  Items on the left only happen in the Senate, on the right in the House of Reps only, in a box that spans all the way from right to left, in both houses.  

	The Senate
	The House of Representatives

	Phase 1 – The bill (wannabe law) is Introduced in either house by a “sponsor” or a few "sponsors"

	A member is recognized by the presiding officer and simply announces that he is introducing a bill
	A member simply drops a copy of the bill in a box on the clerk's desk called the "hopper"

	Bills are marked with an S. and a number
	Bills are marked with a H.R. and a number

	The bill is sent to the appropriate committee by…

	The Presiding Officer
	The Speaker of the House

	Phase 2 – Committees Action

	Often, the committee refers the bill to one of its subcommittees to work on, or works on it itself.  

	The subcommittee may hold hearings (Q and A sessions) with experts or interested parties invited (or subpoenaed) to testify.

	After hearings, the members of the subcommittee may …
1.  Change the bill (By Amending or re-writing the bill completely)
2.  Pass the bill (A majority votes "favorably" on the bill)  
3.  Kill the bill (A majority votes against it or it simply is not acted on it at all, called “pigeonholing.”  Most bills die in committee by being pigeonholed without even a hearing)

	If the bill is voted favorably out of the subcommittee, it goes back to the full committee which may do essentially the same exact things (Hearings, Amend or re-write, pass, kill)

	If the full committee eventually votes favorably on the bill, it goes to the entire house (House of Reps or the Senate)

	Phase 3 – The entire house (Senate or House of Reps) deals with the bill

	Floor Debate - Members make speeches for or against the bill and offer amendments

	Senators can kill a bill by filibustering it, speaking endlessly so that a vote can never be taken for or against the bill.
	Rules set by the House Rules Committee and enforced by the Speaker of the House govern debate so that filibustering cannot occur.

	The full house votes to:
1.  Amend the bill (Amendments are proposed and voted on)
2.  Pass the bill
3.  Kill the bill 

	Three things may happen here:
1.  If the bill passes one house, it then goes to the other.  
2.  Once the bill has passed both houses, it goes to the president to sign into law or to veto
3.  If it has gone through both houses, but, because of amendments, each house has passed a different version, the bill goes to a special "conference committee" of members of both houses to create a single version of the bill to send to the president.  If the conference committee cannot create a compromise version that is approved by both houses, it dies.








[image: http://thumbnails.visually.netdna-cdn.com/how-does-a-bill-become-a-law_50290b41c9938.jpg]
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Name _________________________________________________________________ Hour ____________
[bookmark: OLE_LINK1]Unit 4A, Part 1: Film - One person, One vote - http://www.sunnylandsclassroom.org/Asset.aspx?id=1430
1.  Fill in the missing information about Arizona.
	County
	Population
	# of Representatives

	
Greenlee County
	
	
1

	
Maricopa County
	
2 million
	


2.  What principle was established to remedy this situation?


3.  The way apportionment is supposed to work is that, if an area has more people, it gets more _____________________
and more representatives in the state legislature or Congress.  

4.  Circle one:  As people moved from farms to cities, the population of congressional districts:
	A.  Remained equal			B.  Became unequal

5.  Circle one:  According to Supreme Court Justice Felix Frankfurter who wrote the decision in the case of Colegrove v. Green, who is responsible for fixing apportionment problems?
	A.  State legislatures		B.  State Governors		C.  The President

6.  Explain why didn't members of the state legislatures fix the "mal-apportionment" problems?



7.  In the case of Baker v. Carr, if the Supreme Court ordered every legislature in the country to redistrict equally, they feared that the public would react how?


8.  What amendment, which guarantees "equal protection under the laws," came into play in Baker v. Carr?


9.  What was the outcome of the Baker v. Carr?
	A.  The courts had jurisdiction (authority) to decide apportionment issues

	B.  The state legislatures must still deal with apportionment issues

10.  How many states faced redistricting lawsuits by the end of 1962?


11.  What apportionment standard was set in the case of Gray v Sanders?


12.  In Reynolds v Sims, Justice Warren wrote that both houses of a state legislature had to be apportioned on a 

_________________ basis and that districts had to be substantially _________________ in size.

13.  What was the deadline set by the court in the Reynolds case for states to reapportion their district equally?


14.  By 1967, what effect did the court decision have on the size of voting districts in almost every state?


15.  How did Justice Earl Warren feel about the Baker v Carr case?
































































AP Government Course Activities
Unit 4A – Congress (Part 2)
















AP Government Study Guide for Unit 4A: Congress Part 2 Test on Tuesday, November 17th (+/- a day)

When creating the test, we will write the questions with these exact resources in hand.  Anything in them is fair game.  Nevertheless, we have added some study questions in case that might also be helpful for you.

1.  Redistricting Notes (With the study Questions on the back) Commit everything on these notes to your memory and understanding as well as all of the study questions on the back.  

2.  Table 7.1 The Powers of Congress.  This table is located in the Redistricting Text handout that I gave you for your study questions on the back of your redistricting notes (Item #1 above).  I also put it on the back of this study guide.  You will be asked a series of multiple choice questions which say, "All of the following are powers of Congress except…" and you will have to find the false power.  

3.  Powerpoint - Leadership Positions in Congress Notes.  What are the titles of the presiding officers in each house, the other party leaders, and the assistants?  Be very familiar with the summary table at the end of your powerpoint notes.  

4.  Guided Reading - How Congress is Organized.
What is the role of political parties in the organization of Congress?  What committees assign other members to committees and why is this so important?  What are the different leadership positions in Congress and what functions do they serve?  How are these leaders, committee chairmen, and committee members in Congress chosen?  

5.  Guided Reading - The Committee System
What are the different types of Committees in Congress?  What does the House Rules Committee do (be thorough)?  Explain "specialists" and "generalists."  Why is selection to specific committees important?  What are Pork (aka - pork-barrel legislation) and Earmarks?  What does the Appropriations Committee do?  How is party membership on each committee allocated?  Who is typically the chairman of the various congressional committees?  How can a chairman kill a bill?  

6.  Guided Reading - Congressional Decision Making
What are the three theoretical roles of members of Congress as our Representatives?  What are the 4 sources of "Cues" members look to when deciding how to vote on a bill?  What is Party Polarization or Partisanship, Divided Government, Gridlock, Logrolling?  What tactics do Interest groups, Lobbyists, and Political Action Committees use to try to influence members of Congress?  Describe the relationship between the Congress and the other 2 branches regarding congressional oversight, foreign policy and national security, confirmation of appointments, impeachment, and judicial review.  What are the provisions of the War Powers Act and how effective a "check" on the President has it been?  Why?  What are the Congressional Research Service, The General Accounting Office, and the Congressional Budget Office?    

8.  Table 7.5 - The advantages of Incumbency.  This is at the beginning of your reading packet, “Congressional Decision-making” which I made for you to do a guided reading with, number 6 on this test prep list.  It is also on the back of this study guide.  You will be given a series of multiple choice questions which ask, "All of the following are advantages of Incumbency EXCEPT…"  You will have to be able to find the false advantage.  









Unit 4A, Part 2: Redistricting Notes

	Partisan:
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	Bi-Partisan




	

	Example – Partisan Gerrmander
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	Example – Bi Partisan Gerrymander
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R      R      D

R      D      D
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	Compact:




	Contiguous:

	Example Compact













	Example Non-Compact
	Example:  Contiguous
	Example – Non-Contiguous




Use your supplemental readings packet to answer the questions on the next page and study them for your next test.



Study Questions - Redistricting
1.  What do the following terms mean:  
a. Apportionment



b. Census



c. Redistricting (and who does it)



d. Gerrymandering.  




2.  What 4 things has the Supreme Court ruled regarding redistricting over the years?
a. 




b.




c.





d.





3.  When might a state government do a "bi-partisan gerrymander" to create safe districts for both parties?    




4.  How can redistricting be used to punish incumbents of the opposition party (rather than secure the seat of an incumbent member of the majority party)?




Name ____________________________________________________________________________________  Hour  ____________

	Unit 4A, Part 2: The Redistricting Game Mission Log

	
Missions
	
Completed?

	
Mission 1
	

	
Mission 2
	

	
Mission 3
	

	
Mission 4
	

	
Mission 5
	



Accessing the Redistricting Game
1. Go to http://www.redistrictinggame.org/
2. Click “Play the Game” at the bottom.
3. You should start with mission 1.  Click on “Basic” under Mission 1.  (If you are lucky, the game will start, but you might have to install Adobe Flash Player.  If the game starts, go to the Playing the Redistricting Game section of this handout – step 4). 
4. Click on “Adobe Flash Player”
5. De-select the “Google Toolbar,” and click the “Agree and Install Now” button.
6. Click on the yellow pop-up blocker bar that appears near the top and select, “Install active control.”
7. Before clicking the install button, close the other Internet Explorer Window with the redistricting game on it.
8. Click “Install” in the “Internet Explorer – Security Warning” box.
9. When the install in complete, go to the Playing the Redistricting Game section of this handout.  

Playing the Redistricting Game.
1.  Go to http://www.redistrictinggame.org/
2. Click “Play the Game” at the bottom.
3. You should start with mission 1.  Click on “Basic” under Mission 1.  
4. Click on the yellow pop-up blocker bar that appears near the top and select, “Temporarily Allow Pop-ups.”
5. Under the Alligator, click, “Click to Continue”
6. Choose whichever political party you like.
7. Read the Mission Instructions and click, “Click to Continue”
8. Read the instructions from your party head for this mission, scroll over the pictures of the representatives in the area, and click, “begin mission one.”
9. Playing
a. Red dots are Republican voters.
b. Blue dots are Democratic voters.
c. To change the shape of a district, click onto a district and keep the mouse button down.  Move the mouse into the area of a neighboring district and you extend the border into it.  Remember:  all districts must contain the correct number of voters/constituents, and they must be contiguous (not broken up into parts that don’t touch each other).
d. After every move, look at the information displayed under each representative to determine if you are moving closer or farther from your goal for each mission.  The overall mission objective can always be found at the top of the screen.  Each time you have one district correctly completed, a green checkmark will appear next to it.  If you are unsure why you cannot complete a mission, click on “Get Feedback.”  Once all of the districts have a green checkmark, you may have completed the mission.  Click on, “Submit for Approval,” to see if you have.    
10. Call me over to see your screen each time you complete a mission and I will mark it down as completed on the back of this sheet.
11. Good Luck!  Your party is counting on you!








































Unit 4A, Part 2: Dems, GOP fight brewing over curbing filibusters
WASHINGTON (AP) — A brewing and potentially bitter fight over Democratic efforts to curb filibusters is threatening to inflame partisan tensions in the Senate, even as President Barack Obama and Republicans explore whether they can compromise on top tier issues such as debt reduction and taxes.
A potential showdown vote to limit Senate filibusters would not come until January. Democrats are threatening to resort to a seldom-used procedure that could let them change the rules without GOP support, all but inviting Republican retaliation.
That fight is looming as the newly re-elected Obama and GOP leaders prepare to use the lame-duck session of Congress that starts Tuesday to hunt for compromise on the "fiscal cliff" — the nearly $700 billion worth of tax increases and spending cuts next year that automatically begin in January unless lawmakers head them off.
That effort will be contentious enough without added animosity over efforts to weaken the filibuster. Unless a filibuster compromise is reached, the dispute could produce sour partisan feelings that might hinder cooperation on legislation when the new Congress begins work in January.
Filibusters are a procedural tactic that lets the minority party block bills that lack the support of at least 60 senators. Democrats seem likely to command a 55-45 majority in the new Senate, meaning 60 will still be a difficult hurdle.
Frustrated by the GOP's growing use of filibusters, Senate Majority Leader Harry Reid is considering a Senate vote in the new year to limit their use.
"I think that the rules have been abused and that we're going to work to change them," Reid, D-Nev., told reporters this past week. "We're not going to do away with the filibuster, but we're going to make the Senate a more meaningful place, we're going to make it so that we can get things done."
Democrats say that vote to change the rules would require a simple majority of senators, and they argue that the Constitution lets Senate majorities write new rules for the chamber. That, in effect, would mean Democrats could change the rules over GOP opposition, assuming 51 Democrats go along.
Republicans say they filibuster legislation because Reid blocks them from offering amendments. They also note that Senate rules require that the body's procedures can be changed only by a two-thirds majority.
Changing Senate rules by simple majority, rather than a two-thirds vote, is rarely done and referred to as "the nuclear option" because it is considered an extreme move that can trigger all-out partisan battling.
The Senate's arcane procedures require the consent of all senators to do almost anything. An embittered minority party can use the chamber's rules to force repeated votes and delays that can grind work to a virtual halt.
Don Stewart, spokesman for Senate Minority Leader Mitch McConnell, R-Ky., would not say what Republicans would do should Democrats try changing the rules by simple majority vote.
"We hope Democrats will work toward allowing members of both sides to be involved in the legislative process — rather than poisoning the well on the very first day of the next Congress," Stewart said.
Republicans also note that in public remarks Reid made on the Senate floor in January 2011 during a discussion with McConnell, Reid agreed to oppose "any effort in this Congress or the next to change the Senate's rules other than through the regular order." That was a reference to Senate rules requiring two-thirds majorities for rules changes.
Democrats say it is Republicans who broke the January 2011 informal deal the two leaders discussed because McConnell said he would use procedural delays "with discretion."
Instead, Democrats say, Republicans frequently have used stalling tactics to prevent the Senate from even beginning to debate bills. They then bog down debate by insisting on votes on piles of amendments, including many on unrelated issues that are designed to score points in future election campaigns, Democrats say.
Reid wants to prevent filibusters on "motions to proceed," which let the Senate begin debating a bill, and aides say he might consider other restrictions as well. Reid plans to discuss it with fellow Democrats in the postelection session. Discussions with McConnell could occur as well, Democratic aides said.
Democratic Sen. Jeff Merkley of Oregon has proposed filibuster limits that include requiring senators delaying legislation to talk continually about it on the Senate floor, much like the senator portrayed by the actor James Stewart did in the 1939 movie "Mr. Smith Goes to Washington."
That type of filibuster has been extremely rare for decades.
The use of filibusters by senators, usually those in the minority, is one of the key ways the chamber differs from the House, where the rules usually let the majority prevail unimpeded. Senators in the majority often complain about the minority's excessive use of filibusters, but are usually cautious about limiting the procedure because they know their own party can fall back into the minority after any election.
According to the Senate Historian's Office, the number of "cloture petitions" — a procedural step that sets up a vote to end a filibuster — was 68 in the two-year session of Congress running from 2005 to 2006, the last time Democrats were in the minority.
But that number has exceeded 100 for each of the past three two-year sessions, all of which have seen Republicans in the minority, peaking at 139 in the 2007-2008 session. There have been 109 in the current 2011-2012 session, with several more weeks of lame duck meetings expected.
Reid spokesman Adam Jentleson said that while Democrats are open to compromise, McConnell "has got to know that the American people on Tuesday completely rejected his entire approach to governing, obstruction and gridlock at every turn."
McConnell spokesman Stewart said Republicans already compromised in the informal 2011 agreement that Democrats broke.
"Doing hyperpartisan actions doesn't lead to partisan compromise," he said.
Unit 4A, Part 2: Leadership positions in Congress
	I.  Official Presiding Officers

	Presiding Officers of the Senate
	Presiding Officers of the House of Representatives

	
A.  Senate
1.  
	
a.  Currently:
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2.  When the Vice President is absent… 

a.  Usually the longest serving member of the majority party

b.  Currently:
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B.  House of Representatives
1.  

a.  The Most powerful member of Congress

b.  Currently: 
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2.  When the Speaker is absent…

Various members fill in































	II.  Floor Leaders (Party leaders) of The Senate 
(The Majority Party is currently the Democrats)

	Majority Leaders
	Minority Leaders

	
A.  Senate Majority Leader

1.  The most powerful member of the Senate

2.  Currently:
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B.  Assistant to the Majority Floor Leader:
The Senate Majority ________

1.  Currently:






[image: Description: http://media.caller.com/media/img/photos/2008/07/31/20080731-033853-pic-974212542_t607.jpg]
	
C.  Senate Minority Leader



1.  Currently:  
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  D.  Assistant to the Minority Floor Leader:
The Senate Minority _______

1.  Currently:
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	III.  Floor Leaders (Party leaders) of The House of Representatives
(The Majority Party is currently the Republicans)


	Majority Party
	Minority Party

	
A.  House Majority Leader


1.  Currently:





[image: http://www.lincolnclub.org/wp-content/uploads/McCarthy3.jpg]



	
B.  Assistant to the Majority Floor Leader

The House Majority Whip

1.  Currently:
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C.  House Minority Leader

1.  Currently:  







	
D.  The House Minority Whip

1.  Currently:






















































































AP Government Course Activities
Unit 4B – The Executive Branch and the Bureaucracy































AP Government Study Guide for Unit 4B: The Executive Branch and the Bureaucracy Test on Wed, Dec 2nd (+/-)
When creating the test, we will write the questions with these exact resources in hand.  Anything in them is fair game.  Nevertheless, we have added some study questions in case that might also be helpful for you.

1.  Presidential Transition Power Point
What are the 4 ways that the presidency can be vacated prematurely?  What procedures exist regarding Presidential disability?  What is the Impeachment procedure, and who is involved?  What is the order of Presidential succession (up to the first 6 people)?

2.  Powers of the President Power Point Part 1.  
What are "formal / constitutional" powers of the President?  Where do they come from?  What are the formal / constitutional powers of the President?  Be fully familiar with each of them and know the details given about each power (Why Presidents have these powers, the checks that exist on them, the different forms of each power, all of it).  Note: It is not necessary to memorize the specific examples that I gave you about these powers.

3.  Powers of the President Power Point Part 2
What are "informal / inherent" powers of the President?  Where do the come from?  What are the informal powers of the President?  What are Congressionally Delegated Powers?  Where do they come from?  Be fully familiar with each power and know the details given about each power (What controversy surrounds each power, whether the power can still be exercised or not, all of it).  Note:  It is not necessary to memorize the specific examples that I gave you EXCEPT NAFTA and the details of Nixon's claim of executive privilege.

4.  Guided Reading – The Evolution of the Presidency
What are the qualifications to be President?  Why was the 22nd Amendment passed?  How has the balance of power shifted from Congress to the Presidency over time?  Which branch is more capable of quick, decisive action?  Action in Foreign Affairs?  Why?  What effect did the Great Depression / New Deal and World War II have on the power of the presidency?  

5.  Guided Reading - The Presidential Establishment.  What are the 5 institutions of the Presidential Establishment that help him fulfill his duties?  Explain "balancing the ticket?"  Fully explain the cabinet.  What is the Executive Office of the President?  What are the 5 most important staff agencies of the Executive Office of the President?  Explain the National Security Council.  Explain the White House Staff.  What is the significance of the location of staff member's offices?

6.  Guided Reading - Presidential Approval and the Budget
Why is it important for a President to try to keep his approval rating high?  What pattern does a president's approval rating typically follow over time?  What events can temporarily boost a president's approval rating?  What typically happens to the president's party during presidential and midterm elections?  What do the following terms mean and what is their significance:  Honeymoon Period, Lame Duck, Federal Budget, Office of Management and Budget, Discretionary Spending, Entitlement Spending, Budget Deficit, National Debt.  What is the role of the President and Congress in creating the Federal Budget?  What 4 factors contributed to the budget deficits and growing national debt from the early 1980s to the early 1990s (and still today)?

7.  Guided Reading - The Bureaucracy
What is the bureaucracy and what does it do?  What is the spoils system, patronage, and merit system?  Why does the president have trouble controlling members of the bureaucracy under the merit system?  What are the 4 categories of the federal bureaucracy?  Fully explain the details of each one (questions 8 through 22).  What are 4 independent regulatory commissions?  How does the bureaucracy shape policy with implementation and administrative discretion?  What is an Iron Triangle/Issue network?  What are the three points of an Iron Triangle/Issue network? 







Name _________________________________________________________ Hour ____________
Unit 4B: Presidential Transition Power point
I.  There are 4 ways by which a president may leave office prematurely
A.  

1.  President ___________________________________ died after only 1 month in office.

2.  _________________________________ became President
3.  This has happened 7 other times in US History
B.  

1.  The 22nd Amendment provides two ways for the President to be replaced due to disability

a.  


b.  


1.)  If the President disagrees, …




C.  

1.  Only 1 President has ever resigned from office – 


D.  The 4th way is…

1.  Article II, Section IV “The President, Vice President, and all civil officers of the United States shall be removed from office on impeachment for and conviction of, treason, bribery, or other high crimes and misdemeanors.”

   	a.)  What is a high crime or misdemeanor?  

  	b.)  No one really knows for sure

	c,)  It seems to be …

2.  Impeachment means …

 3.  Two Presidents have been impeached:
 	
a.)  

 	b.)  

 	c.) 
4.  The Impeachment Procedure
 	a.) Only the _________________________________________________________________
	
can impeach (by a simple majority vote for “_____________________________________”)


	b.) 


 	c.) ________________________________________________________________________

	presides over the trial


 	d.) ____________________________________________________________ Convicts.


	e.)  The punishment is ______________________________________________________ - That’s it (Further punishment can follow if he is also be arrested.)  



II.  Presidential Succession – 

A.  The order was established by the … 

B.  If the Presidency is vacated, the first person to take over (and actually become President) is…

1.  

2.  

3.  

4. 

	a.) First would be..
 
b.) The second would be…

 	c)  The third would be…
 
d)  Followed by the Attorney General of the Justice Department, the Secretary of the Interior,and so on.








Name _________________________________________________________________ Hour _____________

Unit 4B: Powers of the President Power Point Part 1 – Formal Powers
I.  Formal Powers (a.k.a. Constitutional Powers) – 

A.  Commander-in-Chief Power - 

1.  Given to the President because…
		a.  War requires quick decisive decision making.
		b.  The President can act more quickly than Congress (535 people)

2.  Congressional Checks on the Commander-in-Chief Power:
		a.  Congress controls funding for the military
		b.  Only Congress can declare war.

		1.)  Nevertheless, Presidents frequently take military action without consulting with Congress.
2.)  Congress' "War Powers Act" has not effectively limited Presidents in this regard.
B.  The Power to make Treaties - 

1.  Typical purposes of treaties include:
		a.  
	
		b.  
	
		c.  

2.  Congressional Check on the treaty power –  ___________________ must approve of all treaties.
	a.  Example - 

1.)  After WWI, President Wilson negotiated the Treaty of Versailles.
2.)  It included the creation of the League of Nations to try to prevent similar wars in the future.
3.)  The Senate did not want to join the League and rejected the treaty.
4.)  Without US involvement, the League could not prevent WWII (maybe it would have still come all the same)
5.)  After WWII, the US agreed to join the United Nations which replaced the League.

C.  The Appointment Power - 

1.  These appointments include:
		a.  US ambassadors to foreign nations.
		b.  Members of the huge federal bureaucracy which help the President execute the laws.
		c.  All federal Judges (including Supreme Court Justices) who serve for life.	
2.  Many of these appointees continue in their jobs long after the President's 1 or 2 terms are over.
3.  This allows the president to leave a lasting legacy on the government beyond his own presidency.
a.  Example – Antonin Scalia was appointed to the Supreme Court by President Roland Reagan Ford in1986 and is still on bench today!
4.  Congressional Check on appointment power – _____________________ must confirm the most 

important of these appointments by a __________________ vote. 
D.  The Veto Power - 

1. Ways to Pass a Bill (make it law)
 		a. 
 	
		b. Do nothing for 10 days while Congress is in session.

2.  Ways to Veto a Bill
a.  ___________________ – Not signing a bill and sending a “veto message” to Congress explaining why.
 		
b. _________________________ – Not signing a bill within 10 days of Congress adjourning.

[c.  __________________________________ – Accepting parts of a bill and rejecting others]
1.) In 1996, Congress passed a law allowing the President to do this with spending bills (not other legislation)
2.) Note, the Line-Item veto is NOT a formal power of the president (you tell me why later)
3.)  In the case of Clinton v City of New York (1998), The Supreme Court ruled that it violated the principle of separation of powers and was therefore unconstitutional
  			4.)  Now, Presidents must sign or veto bills entirely.

3.  Congress can override a veto by a ____________________________, and the law will go into effect. 
E.  The Pardoning Power - A check on the __________________________________

1.  _______________________ -  The canceling of legal punishment before or after guilt is established
[The Most Famous Pardon of all time was …President Ford’s Pardon of Richard Nixon 

2.  _______________________ – Pardon for a group of people
[The most famous grant of Amnesty of all time was....Jimmy Carter’s grant of amnesty to Vietnam War draft dodgers]

3.  ______________________ – The Postponing of punishment
a.  Done if it is suspected that more evidence may come to light soon.

4.  ___________________________________ – The reduction of punishment
[The most famous example of commutation, at least in recent history…President Bush’s Commutation of Scooter Libby’s sentence]

F.  _____________________________________________ – The ability of the President to rally Congress and the American People in support of his cause.

1.  It is a formal power because Article II, Section 3 says that the president, "shall from time to time give to the Congress information of the state of the union (condition of the country).”

a.  Presidents give their highly publicized _______________________________________ to a joint session of Congress every year in January.
 		b.  While speaking directly to Congress, Presidents are also speaking indirectly to the 					American people, encouraging them to support his ideas for the country.
2.  The president also has informal advantages in the area of persuasion.  

a.  ____________________________ (Teddy Roosevelt’s phrase meaning “wonderful stage”) – When the President speaks, the media and the public listen

b.  There is only one President as opposed to 535 members of Congress, also making him the focus of more media attention than any individual congressman or woman ever is.

3.  Presidents can use their powers of persuasion to get you to get your Congressmen and women to support his agenda. 
a.  President Obama’s Address to a Joint Session of Congress on Health Care
1.) Public support for the public option before his speech: 
2.) Public support for the public option after his speech:  

Name _______________________________________________________________ Hour _______________
Unit 4B: Powers of the President Power Point Part 2 – Informal and Congressionally Delegated Powers
II.  Informal Powers (aka inherent powers) –


A.  How are these powers acquired?

1.  Presidents find some phrase in the Constitution that they claim implies that they have some new powers.  
2.  They then start using these powers and see if they get away with it.
3.  If Congress or the courts do not restrict the President, he succeeds.
4.  Later Presidents can then use these new powers too.	

B.  Many come from two particular phrases in the Constitution

1.  Article II, section 1 says “The executive power shall be vested in a President of the United States of America,”

a.  It does not say exactly what the “executive power” includes.
b.  So Presidents claim it includes a lot of things.	
2.  Article II, section 3 says, “he shall take Care that the Laws be faithfully executed.”
a. Presidents claim that a lot of things are needed to “take care” that the laws are faithfully executed and that it is up to him just how the laws shall be executed.  

C.  Examples of Informal / Inherent Powers 
1.  Executive orders – 
 		a.  Examples: 
 			1.) Truman integrating the armed forces
 			2.) Reagan prohibiting federal funds for abortions
 			3.) W. Bush prohibiting federal funds for stem cell research
 			4.) And … 

b.)  Controversy:  Some say it is “law-making” without the lawmaking branch being involved.  Is this consistent with the Constitution?  What about separation of powers?

2.  Executive Agreements –

a.  Most deal with minor bureaucratic business

b.  Some are significant, like …____________________________________________________ which eliminated virtually all trade restrictions between the USA, Canada, and Mexico 

c.  Controversy:
1.) Treaties are supposed to be approved by 2/3 of the Senate, but executive agreements bypass that requirement

2.) What about checks and balances?

3.)  Nevertheless, the Supreme Court has ruled that executive agreements ____________

______________________________________________

3. Executive Privilege – 




a.  Justifications:
1.) Some information is “Top Secret” and must be protected.
2.) People will not give completely honest advice to the President if they fear that what they say might one day become public information.
b.  Controversy:
1.)  It hinders Congress’ job of “oversight,” investigating the conduct of the executive branch.
2.)  It may be used to hide illegal behavior.
c.  The most famous Supreme Court Decision regarding Executive Privilege -  ______________ 

__________________________________________________

1.)Nixon refused to provide tape-recordings of his private oval office conversations, citing executive privilege

2.)The Supreme Court ordered him to turn them over

3.)According to the Supreme Court, executive privilege is “_______________________”

4.  Signing Statements – 
a. Purpose of signing statements
1.)  Traditional use:  To report how the law will be executed
2.)  Recent use:  To report that some parts of the law will not be executed because the President feels that parts of it are unconstitutional

b. George W. Bush issued more signing statements than all past Presidents combined.	
c. Controversy:
    			1.) Some feel that it is the President’s job to execute all parts of all laws
    			2.) Some feel that signing statements are de facto line-item vetoes which have been 				declared unconstitutional
d.  Recent bills intended to limit the use of signing statements have died in committee

5.  Impoundment – 

a.  The Constitution says that the President cannot spend more than Congress appropriates
It does not say that he cannot spend less
b.  To limit Government spending, Nixon refused to spend all of the money appropriated in the budget.
c.  Congress passed the Budget Reform Act of 1974, requiring Presidents to spend all appropriated funds unless he gets permission from Congress not to.
d.  The Courts have ruled that this law is constitutional, so impoundment can no longer be done.  

III.  Congressionally Delegated Powers – 
A.  This happens most often when there is a national emergency (hence they are often called 
“___________________________________”)
1.  During the Great Depression, Congress granted more powers to FDR to combat the crises
2.  After 9/11, Congress authorized President George W. Bush to use “all necessary and appropriate force against those nations, organizations, or persons” involved in the attacks
3.  All of these emergencies require quick, decisive action which an individual like the president can take better than a large group like Congress.  
B.  Controversy
1.  
2.  If Congress gives the president ever more power over time, won't he one day be able to violate our freedoms just as the powerful King George III once did?
C.  So, what kind of power was the Line Item Veto?

1.  
Name ____________________________________________________________________ Hour __________

Unit 4B: Correcting the Powers of the President
Directions:  Each italicized word(s) makes the sentence false.  Beneath each sentence, write the word(s) that would make it true.  

1.  The President's Congressionally Delegated powers are those implied by the wording of the Constitution or a law of Congress, but not specifically stated.



2.  The President's Informal/Inherent powers are those explicitly granted by the Constitution



3.  The President's Formal/Constitutional powers are those granted to the President by Congress with a law



4.  The power to sign treaties, appoint various officials, veto bills, pardon criminals, command the military, call Congress into session, and to execute the laws are all examples of Informal/Inherent powers



5.  Executive orders, executive agreements, executive privilege, impoundment, and signing statements are all examples of Congressionally Delegated powers



6.  Powers that Presidents get from Congress to deal with crises are Formal/Constitutional powers



7.  Being just one person who gets a lot of media coverage, the President has a big advantage over members of Congress in terms of the power of Commutation.



8.  The President's advisors refused to testify before a Congressional Committee about a possible White House scandal, citing the principle of Impoundment.



9.  The President granted Reprieve to all of the people who took part in the failed rebellion so that no punishment was ever inflicted on them.





More on the back 
10.  Believing that new evidence might someday come to light, the President granted a Signing Statement, delaying his execution for many months.



11.  President Obama used A Pocket Veto to order the closing of the military base at Guantanomo Bay, Cuba



12.  The President negotiated An Executive Order with the Prime Minister of the United Kingdom to share intelligence information at regular intervals.



13.  The President can no longer use Executive Agreements to eliminate parts of spending bills and approve others. 



14.  At the last moment, the President Impounded the criminal before his execution.  He was immediately released and suffered no punishment for his crime.  



15.  Since the President knew that Congress would override a veto, the President signed the new law with An Executive Order explaining that he felt that parts of it were unconstitutional and would not be enforced.  



16.  Since the President did not agree that so much tax money should be spent on wasteful government programs, he Vetoed the funds that Congress had appropriated for them.  



17.  The way that Presidents acquire their Congressionally Delegated powers is simply by using them and seeing if they get away with it.



18.  The President Vetoed the sentence of the criminal, eliminating his fine but still requiring him to serve probation.



19.  The President used an Executive Order to kill the bill, not signing it within 10 days of Congress adjourning






Name ___________________________________________________________________ Hour ___________
Unit 4B: Frontline - Ten Trillion and Rising 
http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/pages/frontline/tentrillion/view/
	The Economic Situation Obama inherited.  The "need" to run deficits.





 



	H.W. Bush, W. Bush, Lesson W. Bush learned from his father presidency on Tax policy











	"Starve the Beast" and why it does not work









	Medicare Part D, Pay-go, 










	Obama's proposals, stimulus package, health care, 






More on the back 

	In Obama's budget, what will the national debt be in 10 years?



	How much money has the US Government borrowed in just the first three months of this year (2009 actually)?




After the movie:
Write a short but thoughtful paragraph which answers each of the following questions.  Be ready to discuss your answer in class.  Attach a second sheet of paper if you need to.

Question 1:  President Obama's stimulus plan added approximately 800 billion dollars to the national debt in an attempt to prevent the US economy from falling into the next Great Depression.  The economy is finally growing again, albeit slowly.  But all recessions seem to end naturally over time, and this $800 billion spending has added to the national debt which is now 5 trillion dollars higher than it was when this film was made less than 4 years ago.  Do you agree with President Obama's decision to add $800 billion dollars to the national debt in an attempt to try to end the recession?  Justify your answer.  












Question 2:  As part of a previous agreement in Washington, if congress and the president cannot come up with a plan by January 1st to reduce our annual budget deficit by $1.2 trillion over the next 10 years, then painful automatic cuts to entitlement, defense, and other programs will automatically go into effect at that time.  This is the so-called "fiscal cliff" that Congress and the President are trying to avoid.  Some say that this reduce the deficit primarily by raising taxes to increase overall revenue to the government.  Others say that it should focus primarily on decreasing government spending, especially on entitlement programs like Social Security and Medicare.  What approach to you favor for reducing the budget deficit, and why?  Be thorough.  


































AP Government Course Activities
Unit 4C – The Judicial Branch and Civil Liberties


























AP Government Study Guide for Unit 4C: The Judicial Branch & Civil Liberties on Friday, Dec 18th (+/- a day)
When creating the test, we will write the questions with these exact resources in hand.  Anything in them is fair game.  Nevertheless, we have added some study questions in case that might also be helpful for you.
1.  Guided Reading: Judicial ideology
What is Judicial Review?  Where did it come from?  What is the different between Judicial Restraint / Strict Constructionism and Judicial Activism?  What is on the president's mind when he selects federal judges?  How does it sometimes not work out so well for the president?

2.  Guided Reading: Judicial Selection
What is senatorial courtesy?  What is a "litmus test"?  How can the executive and judicial branches "check" the judicial branch?  What is the relationship between the Supreme Court and public opinion, and how is the Dred Scott case related to this question?   

3.  The Judicial Branch Power Point
What are the two different types of law?  What are the two court systems in America?  What are the three different "tiers" of our federal (and state too) court systems (Know the details of our federal trial courts, appellate courts, and Supreme Court.  Understand the flow chart and map.)?  Why does the US Supreme Court sit atop both court systems?  Which courts have what kind of jurisdiction?

4.  Guided Reading - The Supreme Court in Action
When does the court grant certiorari (and what does that mean)?  What is the rule of 4?  What dilemma does the court face in granting or not granting certiorari?  What role do clerks play in granting certiorari?  What role do interest groups play in getting cases to the Court?  Once a case has been accepted, what steps in the process occur (know the order too - briefs, oral arguments, debating the case (in private), issuing a decision)?  Who is he Solicitor General?  What are amicus curie briefs?  What are the different kind of opinions the court can issue on a case (understand the significance of each one)?  When does the court "make policy"?  What are the 4 measures of the court's power to make policy (Be sure you understand the term, "stare decises" in there)?  

5.  An Independent Judiciary (Film)
What does it mean to say that the Judiciary (Judicial Branch) is "Independent?"  Why is this independence important?  What do the stories of President Jackson and President Eisenhower tell us about the importance of "executing" judicial decisions?

6.  Bill of Rights Cut and Paste
Know all of the rights from the original constitution (before the bill of rights was added) and which rights are protected by which amendment that I told you to when we graded this assignment together.  

7.  A living Bill of Rights
What happened in the following cases?  What amendment and right was involved, and what was the outcome?  Tinker v Des Moines School District, Texas v Johnson, Miranda v Arizona, Westside Community Schools v Mergens)

8.  Guided Reading - Civil Liberties
Why did the framers of the Constitution think a bill of rights was unnecessary?  What are civil liberties and civil rights?  What is included in the 14th amendment?  What is selective incorporation?  

9.  Guided Reading - Freedom of Speech
What is included in the first amendment?  What is the clear and present danger test?  What 4 kinds of speech are not always constitutionally protected, and what controversies surround each?  What was the significance of the following court cases:  Gitlow v. New York, Palko v. Connecticut, Schenk v. United States, McConnell v Federal Election Commission, Citizens United v. Federal Election Commission?

10.  Guided Reading - Freedom of Religion
What is included in the 1st amendment?  What is the "wall of separation" principle and how does it relate to school prayer, teaching evolution and creationism, and vouchers?  

11.  Guided Reading - Crime and Due Process
What is Due Process?  What is the exclusionary rule and what rights does it deal with?  When is a police search not "unreasonable"?  How has the 5th amendment been applied?  What is the "good-faith" exception to the exclusionary rule?  What is the USA Patriot Act?  What was the significance of the following court cases:  Everson v. Board of Education, Mapp v. Ohio, Rasul v. Bush?  Note:  Know all of the true or false answers in this guided reading too!

12.  Film - Gideon v Wainwright
What was the "story" of Clarence Gideon?  What rights / Amendments were involved in the case?  What did the court rule in this case?  What effect did the court's ruling have on the right(s) / Amendment(s) that were involved? 

13.  Film - Korematsu v United States 
What was the "story" of Fred Korematsu?  What rights / Amendments were involved in the case?  What did the court rule in this case?  What effect did the court's ruling have on the right(s) / Amendment(s) that were involved?  How did things turn out in the end regarding this case?

Name ________________________________________________________________ Hour ______________

Unit 4C: Film - A living bill of rights

Mary Beth Tinker (Tinker v. Des Moines School District)
1.  What did Mary Beth Tinker do?  Why?  



2. What did the school do to her for it?  Why?



3. What amendment and right did this case involve? 



4.  Did the Supreme Court support her right to do this?



5.  Free speech for students in schools was expanded here.  Have subsequent Supreme Court cases further expanded this right for students or restricted it?


6.  Do you agree with the court's decision?  Why or why not?




Joe Johnson (Texas vs. Johnson)
7.  What did Joe Johnson and some other political radicals do at the republican national convention in Texas in 1984?  


8. Did this violate a federal law or a Texas state law?


9. What amendment and right did this case involve?


10.  Arguing for the majority, Justice Brennen said that the flag was another form of what?


*11.  The dissenters argued that the flag is the one exception to Americans' right to free speech.  

12.  Do you agree with the court's decision?  Why or why not?



Ernesto Miranda (Miranda vs. Arizona)
13.  What was Ernesto Miranda arrested for on March 13, 1963 (watch closely.  This part is written at the bottom of the screen)?  



14. Being illiterate and uninformed, what right did Miranda have which he was unaware of when arrested?   


15. What amendment and right did this case involve?


16.  How did the Supreme Court's decision change police procedures under this amendment?    


17.  What happened when he was tried again for the same crime without the confession being used as evidence?  


18.  Do you agree with the court's decision and its effects on police procedure?  Why or why not?





Bridget Mergens (Westside Community Schools vs. Mergens)
19.  What did Bridget Mergens want to establish at her school?  Did the principal give her permission to?



20. Recall the two relevant parts of the 1st amendment.  
a.  The "establishment" clause:  "Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion..."
b.  The "free exercise" clause:  "or prohiting the free exercise thereof…"

Which clause was Bridgent Mergens relying on in the case (write a or b)?


21.  Which clause was her school relying on in the case (a or b)?



22. Did the Supreme Court support Bridget Megens and her 1st amendment clause?  




23.  Do you agree with the court's decision?  Why or why not?





Name ___________________________________________________________________ Hour ___________
Unit 4C: The Judicial Branch Power Point
I.  Two Types of Law in America
A.  							

  1.  Most of these laws are made at the  state level and vary from state to state.  

  2.  Punishment can include prison time or even ___________________ (in “capital punishment states”)		
B.  							

	1. Punishment typically involves _____________________ to the plaintiff (the injured party who filed 	charges).    		
II.  The Structure of the Court System
A.  Under our federal system (remember, federalism) there are _______ independent legal systems in the United States:
  1. The state legal system with laws created by ...
  2.  The federal legal system which includes: 
	a.  

  	b.  

 	c.  	  	

B.  Therefore, we also have two independent court systems:
  1. Each state’s court system to deal with violations of their…
  2. The federal court system to deal with violations of …

	State Court System
	Federal Court System



	




	




	

	




	

	



III.  The Federal Court System (pg. 445)
A.  
[image: ]


B.  The “three tiered” system was established by the …

C.  Decisions at the lower levels can be “_______________” to a higher level.

D.  Why does the US Supreme Court (a federal/national court) sit atop both court systems?  
   1.  Because state law cannot violate…  

   2.  And federal law also cannot violate...

   3.  The Supreme Court has the ultimate power to decide if they have.  

E.  Federal Trial Courts 

  1. Are called “________________________.”  
  2. Each state has at least ______ district court.      
  3. Large states have more.  

F.  US Courts of Appeals
  
1. Also called “_______________________.  ”
  2. There are _____ (see the map) in the US (+ two special circuits)
  3. Each court has between 6 and 30 judges with one chief judge.
  4.  No trials are held.  A panel of three judges reviews the trial court’s record of the trial, listens to the   attorneys, and looks for …  
  5.  The court may either:
 	a. 
 	
b.  
 	
c.  
  6.  Most appeals beyond this level to the US Supreme Court are denied.
G.  The United States Supreme Court

  1.  Consists of ____ total judges called Justices. 	a.  8 Associate Justices		b.  1 Chief Justice

  2.  Like all federal judges throughout the federal system, justices are nominated by the ___________________ 
	and approved by a majority vote of the …
  
3.  They serve for life or during “good behavior.”  That is, until they …

  4.  The Supreme Court is the Court of last resort. If you lose there, you’ve got no where else to go.

IV.  Jurisdiction – 

A.  Original Jurisdiction – 

B.  Appellate Jurisdiction – 

C. District courts have original jurisdiction only over cases that:
1. Present a “federal question” (involve federal law):
 	a. 
 	
	b. 
 	
	c. 
 2. Involve the ______________________as a party (plaintiff or defendant)

 3. Involve civil suits between citizens of __________________________ involving over $75,000
D.  Appeals Courts have appellate jurisdiction only over:
  1.  

E.  The US Supreme Court has:
  1.  Appellate Jurisdiction over cases decided by:
 	a.  
 
	b.  

  2.  Original Jurisdiction over cases involving:

 	a.  Those to which a _________________ is a party
 	b.  Those involving “ambassadors and other public ministers and consuls” – Article III, Section 2

  3.  The overwhelming majority of cases the Supreme Court hears come from its ______________________ jurisdiction, specifically from federal appeals courts.  


















































  
Unit 4C: Correcting the US Court System
Directions:  Use your PowerPoint notes to find the one term in each sentence that needs to be changed to make each erroneous sentence correct.  Some terms are one word (like "Congress").  Some terms consist of a number of words (like "The United States Supreme Court).  Cross out the erroneous term and write in the correct one.  
1.  The two court systems in the United States are federal and local


2.  The authority of a court to hear a certain kind of case is called standing


3.  All federal judges throughout the federal system are nominated by the president and approved by the House of Representatives


4.  The federal legal system includes laws passed by Congress, Treaties, and international agreements.


5.  The three tiered system of courts in America was a result of the 22nd Amendment


6.  The Supreme Court has both original and limited jurisdiction


7.  Since the case originated in Michigan's Western District, it was appealed to the 9th Circuit Court of Appeals


8.  The defendant immediately appealed his decision to the US Court of appeals after the district court with appellate jurisdiction ruled against him.


9.  The 10 justices of the Supreme Court denied the request for a hearing.


10.  Having been found guilty in the civil case against him, the defendant was sentenced to death.


11.  Before appealing to the US Court of appeals, the defendant lost his case in the US circuit court


12.  He lost the trial held by the 11th circuit court of appeals.  


13.  The appeals court circumvented the case, ordering a new trial


14.  The defendant wasn't worried about losing his criminal trial because he knew that the only likely punishment would be financial loss, and he was a billionaire!


15.  The supreme justice of the US Supreme Court presides over the court's private deliberations


16.  Having original jurisdiction over such matters, the US Court of appeals took the case from the lower district court.


17.  Being that there is no where else to appeal to once the Supreme Court has ruled, it is known as the court of final destination.  


18.  The 6th circuit court of appeals handles cases appealed from the trial courts / district courts in Michigan, Ohio, Tennessee, and Pennsylvania






























































Name __________________________________________________________ Hour ______________

Unit 4C: Film - Key Constitutional Concepts, Right to Council - Gideon v Wainwright
http://www.sunnylandsclassroom.org/Asset.aspx?Id=1468%20
(Play from 23:00 to 42:00 - One Man Changes the Constitution)

Directions:  Watch the film, and take notes to prepare you for test questions on your upcoming test.  The notes should include:  1. The overall story of Clarence Gideon.  2.)  The right / Amendment that was involved in the case.  3.  The significance of the case (what changed because of it)?
	





























































































Name ___________________________________________________________________  Hour ___________
Unit 4C: Film - An Independent Judiciary
http://sunnylandsclassroom.org/Asset.aspx?id=1468	User Name:  BerkleyBear	Password:  BerkleyBear
Watch:  An Independent Judiciary: Cherokee Nation v. Georgia* and Cooper v. Aaron* (New for 2009)
1.  What aspect of the judiciary (judicial branch) is the movie praising in the opening few minutes?



1787
2. Fill in the blank:  Article III of the Constitution, "Judges shall hold their offices during ________________"

3.  This "life term" protects judges from political pressure from what two sources?
	a.  The other two branches

	b.  ______________

4.  Circle the one that is true:
	a.  An independent judiciary can better protect minorities from majority abuse

	b.  an independent judiciary can better protect the majority from dangerous factions.  

5.  Which Chief Justice elevated the Supreme Court from its inferior status among the 3 branches?



6.  In Marbury v. Madison, Marshal established the power of judicial review by writing, "it is emphatically the 

province and duty of the judicial department to say ________________________________________."

1820s
7.  Did President Andrew Jackson respect the court's authority?


8.  What did President Jackson want to do to American Indians inside state boundaries despite their treaties with the US government?




9.  What did the citizens of Georgia begin taking from designated Cherokee land?  


10.  When the Supreme Court ruled that the land belonged to the Cherokee because of a legally binding treaty, 

Jackson supposedly said, "John Marshall has made his decision, now _________________________________"


11.  Without executive action by the President to uphold the court's decision, describe the plight of the Cherokee after they were bullied into signing a bogus treaty (the trail of tears)?

12.  Listen to the comments, and explain why the court's decisions about the Constitution, rather than popularly elected politician's decisions, should be final and authoritative (listen now, but maybe do this one after the movie).  





1957
13.  What had the Supreme Court ruled about "separate but equal" in the Brown v Board of Education case?



14.  When Arkansas Governor Faubus was a few months away from an election, what % if the state opposed integration?


15.  In that political climate, how did Governor Faubus keep African American students out of the schools?




16.  After Faubus removed the troops under a federal court order, were the students able to attend school the next day?  Why or why not?




17.  In direct contrast to President Jackson, How did President Eisenhower enforce the ruling of the court?



18.  Besides his family, the media, and the National Guard, who attended Ernest Green's graduation?



19.  Complete the sentence, "Gradually, over time, the American public has learned that they should, and indeed 

they do, __________________________________________________________________________________"










Name ___________________________________________________________ Hour ______________
Unit 4C: Film - Korematsu and Civil Liberties – Korematsu v. United States*
http://www.sunnylandsclassroom.org/Asset.aspx?Id=1468%20

1.  Describe the effect that war has on:
	a.  Our checks and balances system:




	b.  Civil Liberties:




2.  Fearing that Japanese Americans were engaged in spying or planning sabotage, it was suggested that what be done with them?  



3.  What infamous executive order of FDR's eventually led to the relocation of Japanese Americans?


4.  Describe the Evacuation of Japanese Americans:










5.  Describe the conditions in the internment camps:










6.  What rights did Korematsu claim were violated:

	a.  14th Amendment right:

	b.  5th Amendment right:
7.  What did a 6 to 3 Supreme Court rule about Executive Order 9066?




8.  Describe the dissenting opinions:











9.  Describe what happened 40 years later when Korematsu was revisited under "Coram Nobis?"







10.  In the end, has the Korematsu case actually been overruled?  Explain






12.  How likely do you think a comparable violation of American's civil liberties could happen again?


































AP Government Course Activities
Unit 5 and Final Exam - Civil Liberties





























[bookmark: _GoBack]AP Government Study Guide – Unit 5 & Final Exam on Tuesday, January 12, 2013
When creating the test, I will write the questions with these exact resources in hand.  Anything in them is fair game.
__________________________________________________________________________________________

Part 1 - Civil Rights

1.  Guided Reading Chapter 6 – Civil Rights Part 1
What are civil rights (as opposed to civil liberties)?  How can Americans legally be classified differently?  What is a "suspect classification"?  What were conditions like for African Americans in the South in the 1950s and 60s?  Why wasn't federal action taken to correct these conditions?  Why did the civil rights movement focus on change in the courts first rather than in Congress?  What happened in each of the following court cases and what was their significance:  Plessy v. Ferguson, Brown v. Board of Education?  What is the significance of the language used in the majority opinion in Brown v. Board of Education?  How did southern states and southern members of Congress resist the Brown v. Board of Education decision?  What was the Southern Manfiesto?  How did the government act to enforce the Brown v. Board of Education decision?  What is "de jure" and "de facto" segregation?  Beginning with the case of Swann v. Charlotte-Mecklenburg Board of Education, describe how the court dealt with de facto segregation.

2.  Guided Reading Chapter 6 – Civil Rights Part 2 (Page 134 - The Campaign in Congress)
What was the civil rights movement's approach to trying to get civil rights laws passed?  What was the Montgomery bus boycott?  What is civil disobedience?  How did the civil rights movement change in the late 1960s and how did it affect support among whites?  What developments allowed senate filibusters of civil rights legislation to be broken?  What did the Civil Rights Act of 1964 and the Civil Rights Act of 1965 provide for?  What is racial profiling?  

3.  Guided Reading - Women and Equal Rights
How was the challenge of women's rights different from that of rights for African Americans?  Regarding women's rights, what was the significance of the following:  The Seneca Falls Convention, the 19th amendment, World War II, The Feminine Mystique, the 14th amendment, the reasonableness standard, the strict scrutiny standard, Rostker v. Goldberg, Griswald v. Connecticut (Privacy and "penumbras"), Roe v. Wade.  According to the Court, what two forms can sexual harassment take?  

4.  What is the role of civil disobedience as a form of political participation?  (We the People:  The Citizen &  The Constitution, page 266)
What are the different arguments for and against civil disobedience? Include the positions of Martin Luther King, Jr., Thoreau, Tolstoy and Gandhi, and Sophocles' Antigone.  

5.  Film - A Call to Act: Ledbetter v. Goodyear Tire & Rubber Company
What was the story of Lilly Ledbetter?  What is Title VII?  What happened in the case of Ledbetter v. Goodyear Tire & Rubber Company?  What happened after the case?  
__________________________________________________________________________________________

Part 2 - Cumulative Portion

1.  2008 Practice AP Multiple Choice Test

2. Final Exam Review Crossword Puzzle 
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[bookmark: corelittest]Unit 5: CORE's Freedom Summer 1964 — My Experiences in Louisiana
Jeff Schwartz
http://www.crmvet.org/nars/schwartz.htm#corelittest
The Louisiana Literacy Test and How It Worked to Deny Black Voting Rights 
How the test works at one level was very simple. Every white applicant passed the test and, every African-American applicant failed. How is this possible? Here's how: 
· Any spelling error by an African-American applicant would be deemed sufficient by the white parish registrars to fail the candidate, but not for white applicants. 
· Punctuation errors were treated the same: failure for Blacks, but not for whites. 
· Circling any of the words "Mr." or "Mrs." or "Miss" instead of underlining the correct word would be grounds for failing an African-American applicant, but not for whites. 
· When it came to interpreting a provision of the US Constitution, Black applicants would be asked to interpret the "full faith and credit" clause of Article IV, section 1 of the US Constitution or the "privileges and immunities" clause. But not for whites, they would be asked to explain the meaning of the "freedom of speech or freedom of religion" provisions of the First Amendment. 
· Then the test — and how it was graded and administered — got even more insidious. Check out question 21. It says: "Spell backwards, forwards". If a Black person spelled "backwards" but omitted the comma, he/she would be flunked. If a Black person spelled "backwards," he/she would be flunked. If a Black person asked why, he/she would be told either "you forgot the comma," or "you shouldn't have included the comma," or "you should have spelled 'backwards, forwards'". Any plausible response by a white person would be accepted, and so would any implausible response. 
· The same crazy unfairness was apparent in question 27. It was not a test of literacy at all. Question 27 read: "Write right from the left to the right as you see it spelled here." If a Black person were to print the answer, he/she would be failed because it says "write" so cursive writing was required. Not so for white people. If a Black person were to write "right" he/she would be failed. Why? Because, the registrar would say, you're supposed to write "right from the left to the right". If a Black person were to write "right from the left to the right", he/she would be failed. Why? Because, the registrar would say, you're supposed to write "right from the left to the right as you see it here." But not for white applicants; for them, any answer would be accepted. 
One error and you didn't pass — if you were African-American. The white voter registrars made the pass-fail decisions. Who appointed these voter registrars? The white parish (county) commissioners — that's who. Who elected the white parish commissioners? The mostly white population of registered voters, that's who — even if they were not really a majority of the parish population. If you're not registered to vote, you can't vote. Therefore, all the politicians who made the rules were white. And the police chiefs that enforce the laws were all white. And the policemen they hired were all white. If you are not registered to vote, you can't serve on a jury, so any time there's a criminal charge or a civil dispute in the courts, the judges and juries are all white. That's how it was in Tangipahoa Parish in the summer of 1964, and throughout most of Louisiana. 
It was a vicious cycle, and no way for the African-American residents to win. Yet the courage of the Black community led many determined souls to go to Freedom Schools, learn how to take the test and make no easy mistakes, endure the slights, derision, and stonewalling (and even threats) from white registrars, and come back again and again, more determined than ever to win the right to vote and demonstrate the illegitimacy of the system that kept them from exercising that right. 
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Unit 5: Film - A Call to Act: Ledbetter v. Goodyear Tire & Rubber Company
http://www.sunnylandsclassroom.org/Asset.aspx?Id=1468%20

Directions:  Watch the film, and take notes to prepare you for test questions on your upcoming test.  The notes should include:  1. The overall story of Lilly Ledbetter in court and in Congress.  2.)  An explanation of Title VII of the Civil Rights Act of 1964.  3.)  The final outcome of Lilly Ledbetter's story
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AP Gov Final Exam Crossword

Across
5. Legal briefs filed by outsiders
7. Rebellion that revealed the weaknesses of the Articles of Confederation
8. Kills a filibuster with 60 votes
11. PACs usually contribute to these likely winners
13. Government branch missing under the Articles of Confederation
14. Constituent obeying Congressman
15. Economic clause that also stretched Congress’ powers
17. Senior committee members usually become the _____
19. In the Federalist Papers, to protect liberty, republics need to go ___ or go home
20. Politicians try to bring home this to their districts
21. _____ Politics includes Marxist, Pluralist, Bureaucratic, and Power Elite theories.
23. ____ v Maryland established national supremacy and no state government interference
26. Veto that can only be done when congress is adjourning
27. Stretchy source of Congress’ implied powers (aka, necessary & proper clause, 2 words)
29. State legislatures rigging elections by mapping districts
30. Judges that reinterpret the Constitution over time
31. _____ v Wainright expanded the right to council
32. Election when we vote for the electors
33. Outlawed by the original constitution, so try him before you hang him
35. ____ v Madison created judicial review
36. House that approves many presidential appointments and treaties too
38. our ____ - Party system comes from our single-member district, winner-take-all, plurality elections
Down
1. Rule established in Mapp v Ohio
2. Jurisdiction that is the source of most of the Supreme Court's cases
3. A system with a national government and independent state governments
4. Elections where we vote for the delegates
6. Committee of compromise (regarding bills that is)
7. Using the 14th Amendment to apply rights to the states
9. Federal grants that states prefer
10. The Senate holds the trial after the House does this (Look out Bill!)
12. The difference between two identical polls
16. Having 2 houses, like Congress after the great compromise
18. Most bills die here
22. Gibbons v ________ Established national supremacy in interstate commerce
24. Minimum number of justices needed for the Supreme Court to hear a case
25. It determines the total number of US Supreme Court Justices
28. Only states can ratify these changes to the constitution
34. Free mailing advantage of incumbents
37. Government level of the political machines (“All Politics is ____”)
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WHERE DO YOU STAND POLITICALLY?
To find out, take the world-famous...

World's Smallest Political Quiz

For years, politics has been represented as a choice between
left (ox liberal) and right (or conservative). Growing numbers
of thinkers agree this is fa too narrow a view — and excludes
millions of people. The political map on the Quiz gives a much

more accurate representation of the true, diverse political world.
The Quiz measures tendencies, not absolutes. Your score
shows who most agrees with you in politics, and where you
agree and disagree with other political philosophies.

—Scoring: For each statement, circle A if you Agree, M for Maybe (or don't know), or D if you Disagree.—

How do you stand on
PERSONAL ISSUES?

@ Government should not censor speec, press, media o Interet.
' Jilitary servios should be vluntary. Thereshould be o diaf.

' Theceshould be no s egarding sex between consnting aduls.
' Repeallavs profbiting adult possession and use of s,

' There should be o National I card

LR 20 forevery A, 10 for every M, and O forevery e

B»NOW FIND YOUR
PLACE ON THE CHART!

Mark your PERSONAL score on the lover-left
scale; your ECONOMIC score on the lower-
right. Then follow the grid lines until they.
meet at your political position. The

e
xExx s
ceses e

|LIBERTARIAN

How do you stand on
ECONOMIC ISSUES?

& End “corpoate wltae” No government handouts to busiess
' End govermnent brers o intermational e trade,

& Let people contolthels o etimment: privatize Socl Securty.
@ Replace guvemment welfa with prvatechasty.

& Cut tazes and govermment spending by 50% or moe

IR 20 for every A, 10 forevery M, and 0 for every :

e B
=x=zzzl

They tend to support the free market, but frequently want
the government to defend the community from what
they see as threats to morality or to the traditional

family structure.

CENTRISTS favor selective government
intervention and emphasize what they
commonly describe as “practical

Chart shows the political group that
agrees with you most. SN

»WHAT DOES

-
“,

CENTRIST

solutions” to current problems. They
tend to keep an open mind on
political issues. Many centrists
feel that government serves as a
& check on excessive liberty.

RIGHT
(Comservative)

YOUR SCORE ON
THE CHART MEAN?

LIBERTARIANS support a great deal of
liberty and freedom of choice in both personal
and economic matters. They believe government's
only purpose s to protect peaple from coercion and
violence. They value individual responsibility, and tolerate
economic and social diversity.

LEFT-LIBERALS generally embrace freedom of choice in
personal matters, but support central decision-making in
economics. They want the government to help the disadvantaged
in the name of fairness. Leftists tolerate social diversity, but
work for what they might describe as “economic equality.”
RIGHT-CONSERVATIVES favor freedom of choice on
economic issues, but want official standards in personal matters.

< STATIST
(Big Government)

STATISTS want government
to have a great deal of control over
individuals and society. They support

centralized planning, and often doubt
whether liberty and freedom of choice are
practical options. At the very bottom of the chart,
left-authoritarians are usually called socialists,
while right-authoritarians are generally called fascists.

The “Worlds Smallest Poitcal Quiz” chart and questiors are copyright
by the Advocates for Self-Govemment, Inc. Okay to reprint Quiz without
‘modifications with credit o the Advocates. The “World's Smallest olitical
Quiz” i adapted from an original idea by David Nolan.

Advocates for Self-Government
260 Market Place Blvd., #106 » Cartersille, GA 30121-2235
800-9321776 ¢ Email: Quiz@ TheAdvocates.org
Fax: 770-386-8373 & Webs www. TheAdvocates.org
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GREATIVE GREDIT

David McCandless & Stefanie Posavec // v1.0 // Oct 09

InformationlsBeautiful.net / ItsBeenReal.co.uk
Translatic

Order a signed, limited edition poster
Al size, offset-litho on 300 gsm art paper

INEVITABLE CAPITALIST AGENDA
from the new infographic book of visual exploria

The Visual Miscellaneum
It's qorgeous”.

d out more
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Representatives

Bach state receives representa-
tion in the House i proportion
tots population butis entitied
0.t least one Representative,
Bach representative serves for a
two-year term. The House was.
granted its own exclusive
powers: the power (o nitiate
Fevenue bils, impeach offcial,
and elect the president in
cicctoralcollege deadlocks.

o
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e i can
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revoted by House or
Senate and receive 2/3
vote to pass
VOTETOCRACY.COM

Votetocacy.com e  website that alows ciizens 10 voteon evesy il incongreas, send oo vots 1 yaur congress person and
o i citizens sgree with the outcome. For sor fformation pleas contact nfogoeloerac,com o Vit M. Votetocray.com

HOW DOES A BILL

and debate.

Amendments
are added

Senate reading

BECOME A LAW:

Senators
=== Each U, sate is represented
Bill introduced % by two senator, regardleas of

in Senate

i

population. This cnsures cqual
Fepresentation of cach state in
the Senate. Senators serve
staggcred six-year terms.

Committee
‘marks up the bill
with changes.

v

Committee reports Voted on by
and Bill is put on full committee
Senate calendar
Pork Barell Earmark
Typically, “pork” involves Earmarc ace funds
fonding programs whose provided by Congrees for
economie benefia are Projecs by bypassing the
Concentrated in & Fresidential evatuation other procedures used to
particlar area but prosesses. prevent a vote on a bl in
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