AP Gov - Congress part 1 Bingo

1.  The Senate - The "upper" house of Congress with 100 total members elected "at large" by the entire state that they serve.  

2.  The House of Representatives - The house of Congress with 435 members elected in special congressional districts throughout the states they serve.

3.  Congressional Committees - Groups of Congressmen who focus on particular areas of legislation.  Most lawmaking work is done in these groups, and most bills die in them also.

4.  Introduction - The first phase of the legislative process in which a "sponsor" or "sponsors" introduce a bill and it is sent by the presiding officer of that particular house to the appropriate committee.

5.  Committee action - the second phase of the legislative process in which a bill may or may not be sent to a subcommittee.  Hearings are held, and the bill is changed, passed, or killed. 

6.  Entire house deals with the bill - The third phase of the legislative process after committee action. 

7.  Conference Committee - A special joint committee of Congress that meets when each house passes different versions of the same bill.  It consists of members of the committees that worked on the bill, chosen by the chairmen of those committees.    

8.  Quick Congress - A congress with strong centralized leadership and many restrictions on individual members ability to debate and obstruct the legislative process.  

9.  Slow Congress - a congress with decentralized leadership and fewer restrictions on individual members ability to debate and obstruct the legislative process.  It's the kind of congress we have.

10.  17th Amendment - It provided for the direct election of Senators rather than having the state legislatures choose them as they previously did.  

11.  Filibuster - The tactic of literally talking a bill to death in the Senate, speaking endlessly during debate so that a final vote can never take place.

12.  Cloture - Established under rule 22, this can be invoked to end a filibuster if 60 senators vote in favor of it.  Previously, 67 senators were needed to invoke it.

13.  The Apportionment Cases:  Baker v Carr, Gray v Sanders, and Reynolds v Sims which collectively established that the courts could enforce the creation of equal population districts in accordance with the 1 person 1 vote rule. 
14.  Safe Districts - Districts in which representatives win their elections by 55% of the vote or more.  Most congressional districts are this kind.  

15.  Incumbency - The state of having the position already, it is the single biggest determinant of who will win a congressional election for a number of reasons.  (Be sure to know the reasons)  

16.  Joint Resolution - Essentially the same as a law, these resolutions require the approval of both houses of Congress and the signature of the President.

17.  Ways and Means Committee- Powerful house committee where all bills to raise or lower taxes are sent.

18.  Mark up session - These are committee meetings held after hearings in which members make changes to bills they are working on.  

19.  Discharge Petition - A way to prevent pigeonholing from killing a bill.  Issuing "this" forces the bill out of committee and on to the floor for consideration.  

20.  House Rules Committee - Just like it sounds like, this issues different kinds of "rules" governing how debate will be done in the House of Representatives (Be sure to know the different kinds of rules)  

21.  Quorum Call - A request to determine if the minimum number of members is present in order for the house to conduct business.  It is usually done to stall proceedings so that members can discuss strategy.  

22.  Voice Vote - An anonymous method of voting in congress in which members simply shout "yea" or "nay" on a bill.

23.  Division Vote - An anonymous method of voting in congress in which members stand to be counted as "yeah" or "nay"

24.  Teller Vote - A method of voting in Congress in which individual members votes are recorded.  In it, members pass between two tellers, the yeas first and the nays second. 

25.  Roll-Call Vote - A method of voting in Congress in which individual members votes are recorded.  In it, individual answered "yea" or "nay" when their names were called.  Since 1973, it is done electronically.  

