Norup International School PTA

General Meeting - Minutes

January 08, 2013        7:00pm

I. Meeting was called to Order by Jennifer Greer at 7:03, followed by the pledge of allegiance and introductions.
II. Minutes from the November 2012 meeting were approved as presented.
III. Administration Report  (Paul Yowchuang is absent due to illness)
· Assistant Principal, Beth Meacham

· National Geo Bee finals – Jake Lyskawa is our champion.

· Thanks to families who adopted families.
· Thanks to Mr. Emerson who is heading up the ipad cart project.

· Thanks to Robyn Weiss for Brooks Gibbs talk on bullying.

· Parking lot garden was bulldozed over break due to rat problems.

· Staff received itunes cards from Paul as holiday gift.

· Norup selected for building wide wifi.

· MEAP scores are in but cannot be shared yet.

· Exterior lighting on circle drive still not operational.

· PYP IB training this week.

· Friday the 18th each class can honor Martin Luther King.

· Monday Feb 4th electronic card marking.

· Kindergarten registration coming up.
· Good behavior continues -compared to last year Nov had a 17% decrease in office referrals.
IV. Teacher Report – Whitney Hollerbach 

· Reminder to teachers that wish list items must be in by February.
V. Officer Reports

· President – No report.
· Treasurer, Mitch Mitchell

· $29,600 in savings.
· Tracy Upcott and Richard Gold helped with audit and it has been filed.

· Enrichment K-5, Whitney Hollerbach for Lynne Golodner

· Thursday Jan 10: free yoga class 4-5 for adults.

· Monday Jan 14: K-5 will have yoga program.

· Jan 31: K-5 will have presentation from Puppet Theater group.

· Enrichment 6-8, Jane Stewart

· Grades 6-8 would still like to go to Charles H. Wright Museum of African American History – they are asking for $2,400.00 which covers part of the cost.  Paul Yowchuang texted in his approval, thus this is approved.

· The field trip to the Holocaust Memorial Center is the only other MYP program that needs funding and there is enough money remaining in the 6-8 Enrichment budget to cover this additional trip.
· School Board Representative, Marla Jansen

· Presentation on transitional program to help special students through age 24.

· Berkley School District is soliciting private schools, claiming some of their students (to get tax funding), putting teachers on payroll.

· Possible new millage was discussed.
VI. Committee Reports
· 3 for Me, Jody DeRosier

· Drawings will begin in February so get your name in if you have completed your hours.

· Concessions, Jennifer Greer

· Basketball almost complete, volleyball coming up soon, need volunteers.
· Legislative, Jennifer Johnson

· Kelsie’s law signed today – to limit youth cell phone use while driving.

· Concealed weapons legislation vetoed, Right to Work law passed.

· Michigan Public Education Finance Project Draft Bill – which would replace School Aid Act – explanation can be found at Oxford Foundation and Michigan PTA.
VII. New Business
· Founder’s Day – Tuesday, Feb 26th, drinks at 6:00, dinner at 6:45  

· Farina’s - $30.00/person, each school can purchase up to 20 tickets.

· Nanci Hambrick and Denise Tomlinson volunteered to co-chair – Norup’s job this year is tickets.
· Marcina Bowers offered to prepare raffle basket.

· BEF Off to the Races – Saturday, February 2 - 7:00pm - Emagine

· Tickets can be pruchased in the office.

· Our horse will be named:  Paul’s Pride.

· Nanci Hambrick and Denise Tomlinson volunteered to prepare raffle basket.
· Funding Requests
· 2nd grade is asking for $150.00 to fund busses to go to Cranbrook Institute of Science.  Nanci Hambrick makes the motion, Marla Jansen seconds.  Motion passes, no opposed, no abstentions.

· Promethean Boards funding request – funds to come from Fun Run excess.  Nanci Hambrick makes a motion that the Administration purchase 5 Promethean Boards at a cost not to exceed $4,000.00 (Promethean will match our funds).  Whitney Hollerbach seconds.  Discussion follows.  Motion passes, no opposed, no abstentions.

· Nomination Committee

· Kelly Garrett Johnson, Jody Drobot and Jennifer Johnson have volunteered to be on the Nomination Committee.  Nanci Hambrick makes the motion to elect these three persons to the Nomination Committee.  Denise Tomlinson seconds.  The motion passes and the Nomination Committee is set.

· E-voting Standing Rule:  Jennifer Johnson makes the following motion: Norup International PTA may allow voting by e-mail and/or online voting tool for any budget expenditures that are of a time sensitive nature.  Each NIS PTA member is allowed one vote.  All voting must indicate the member’s name and come from the email address associated with their membership.  Voting will remain open for a minimum of two business days and will be for a specified period of time.  An archive of the voting will be presented at the PTA meeting following the vote.  Jane Stewart seconds, motion passes, no oppose, no abstentions.

· Committee Chair term limits Bylaw Revision – Article 11 Section 2 add the words “or until a successor is found”.  This will be voted on next month.

· Technology priorities for NIS and how can the PTA support it – this discussion was tabled until next month due to the absence of the Principal.
VIII. Old Business – No old business.
IX. Announcements
· Coffee Beanery Recap Wednesday Jan. 09, 8:15am – 9:00am

· Jenn Johnson said thank you to the administration for all the efforts to keep our kids safe.

· Friday February 8, 6:00pm, Hawk’s Help is hosting a Movie Sing Along – The Wizard of Oz

X. Adjournment  8:26
