Norup International School PTA

General Meeting – Minutes 

March 11 2014        7:00pm

Present:  Jody Drobot, Nanci Hambrick, Jenn Jamal, Joyce Krom, Alicia Maniscalco, Beth Meacham, Zoya Rice, Saleem Siddiqi, Mary Talucci, Timi Wittig, Paul Yowchuang
I. Meeting called to Order at 7:03, followed by the pledge.
II. Reading and Approval of the Minutes from the February 2014 meeting.

· One correction was noted -  2nd grade funding request was not tabled - it was paid out.  Joyce K. moves to approve minutes with correction as noted, Nanci H. seconds.  Minutes approved with correction.
III. Administration Report

· Principal, Paul Yowchuang
· MEAP report: We had pockets of success, with a couple disappointments.
· No MEAP next year so we are not currently preparing for it.
· Successful strategies: learning specialist restructuring – reading, math, LLI; Math Triumphs; 4th grade platooning; 2 hr. MYP English block.
· This year we are piloting Smarter Balance assessments for K-2.
· Next year we expect 3 K classes, probably no young fives at Norup.
· 3rd grade-5th grade will have 3 classes each.
· 6th grade health might disappear because the math blocks are so large.
· MYP Choir format change – no all-boys choir.
· Overall ….. we are in a good spot, preparing for Smarter Balance.
· Assistant Principal, Beth Meacham with Mary Talucci
· Beth and some teachers are being trained in Visible Thinking.
· Beth and Mary described fun strategies (such as Chalk Talk and Tug-of-War) that help the students think deeper.
IV. Teacher Report – see previous report.
V. Officer Reports

· President, Jody Drobot

· PTA action alert on public school funding in Washington D.C. – diverting fed funds to voucher programs.
· Treasurer – Saleem Siddiqi

· No revenue shown this month but concessions will be deposited soon. Payments were made for directories, wish list items, enrichment and reading month decorations.
· Council Representative, Joyce Krom

· No council meeting this month – Founder’s Day instead, a fun evening celebrating those who do the big work.
· Enrichment – Kezzie Chudler via email

· The lunch clubs are going well – received requests to pay for 2 author visits.
VI. Committee Reports

· Staff Appreciation Luncheon, Nanci Hambrick and Alicia Hambrick

· Everything is under control.
· Nanci and Alicia will also take on teacher appreciation week.
· Nominations – we need to vote on the nominations committee and we need a board member rep.  Mitch M. has volunteered to be the Board member rep.  Mary T. moves to elect Mitch, Nanci H. seconds, the motion passes. Nanci H. moves to elect Jenn Jamal and Zoya Rice as Nominations Committee members, Mary T. seconds.  The motion passes.
· Silent Auction, Jody Drobot

· A donation letter will be on the PTA webpage.
· World Carnival – a team has formed and they are meeting on Thursday morning.
VII. New Business

· No new business.
VIII. Old Business

· 8th grade dance – Mr. Y found money in the 8th grade budget so we are not funding the dance.
IX. Announcements

· Recap Wednesday April 10, 8:30am – cancelled due to weather
· Staff vs. Girl’s Volleyball Team - a fundraiser for Hawk’s Help on March 20.
· PYP dance party on March 21.
X. Adjournment  7:51
