Norup International School PTA

Minutes from the General Meeting

September 11, 2012 7:00pm

I. The meeting was called to order at 7:07

II. The Minutes from the August 2012 summer meeting were approved and filed.

III. Administration Report

· Principal – Paul Yowchaung

· Main goals this year – common core, IB, personal best.

· Addressing focus school – ELA and Math support classes, new special ED, LLI concentrating on PYP, investments in scholastic news, ALEKS (math intervention at 3rd grade), LLI, Math Triumphs, and Number Worlds (for K-2), more staff trained in LLI, AARI (Adolescent Reading Initiative).

· Less interruption of instructional time – no singing telegrams, peace day modified, Halloween parade only PYP, birthday celebrations limited to the last 15 minutes of the day, 2 parties per year, new system of communication to lessen the interruptions.

· IB Coordinator – Denise Tomlinson

· Peace day changes – no parade this year.   Entire school will read the mangrove tree by Susan Roth and Cindy Trumbore.

· Assistant Principal – Beth Meacham

· Thank you for packet pick up help, meet and greets, picture day volunteers, hoedown and pep assembly, staff welcome back breakfast, thank you to teachers and those present at meeting.

· Dress code – now posted online – posters coming.

· Morning start time – many students coming in tardy – children should be at school at 8:05.

· New communication – when parents come into office with stuff or messages for kids there will be carts and stuff will be delivered.

· Conscious discipline – might be added to the PBIS system – introduce a safe place in the classroom – a small corner or area for a student to calm themselves down.

IV. Teacher Report – nothing to report (but thank you’s)

V. Officer Reports

· President – Jennifer Greer

· Berkley PTSA Council – looking for chair for founder’s day – may consider halting reflections, maybe create our own art competitions at each school.

· Open NIS PTA committee positions – 8th grade graduation chair and founders day chair.  We have a new chair for concessions and traffic safety.

· 6-8 VP – Denise Tomlinson

· Two welcome events for MYP – ice cream truck at packet pick up and the hoedown – very well attended. next year conisdering something separate for 5th graders (including burton).

· Secretary – Timi Wittig

· Membership – 163 members at this point.

· Treasurer – Jennifer greer for Mitch Mitchell

· Review of 2012/2013 proposed budget – Jane S. made a motion to approve, Nanci H. seconded, motion passes, budget approved.

· Request for funds form reminder.

· Annual audit needs a three person team – we have one person in place – takes maybe 4-5 hours in one day – looking to fill two spots.

· School Board Representative – Marla Jansen

· Oct 10 meeting - presentation by LaVon Larson regarding new federal food standards (refer to her letter on our Norup website for more info); count date – Oct 3rd (but now they have multiple count days).

· K-5 Enrichment – Lynne Golodner

· Ideas under consideration: bringing in Patricia Palaco (author from Michigan); yoga program (reflective and balanced); channel four newscaster meteorology tour.  Looking for science and animal ideas, poetry month ideas.  Proposal next meeting.

VI. Committee Reports

· 3-for-Me – Jody DeRosier

· 75 forms in so far, sending names to committee heads in the next couple weeks, plus a pool of general volunteers - get your hours in to get your leaf on the tree.

· Fun Run – Denise Tomlinson

· Pep rally today; new fun run face book page (don’t forget to like); long list of generous sponsors; prizes for class with the most donations.  need help sorting shirts on Monday the 8th of Oct.

· Motor Moms and Dads – Alicia Maniscalco

· Motor moms is a fun program for K and 1st grade using kid friendly equipment to improve large motor skills.  Looking for volunteers - training the first week of Oct, starting the second week of Oct.

· Room Parent – Afshan Siddiqi

· Room parents are lined up, teachers are on board, curriculum night went well – intro meeting tonight went well – key is to encourage parents to participate, working with 3 for me to get their hours and help out the teachers

· Legislative Chair – Jennifer Johnson

· PTA very supportive of common core standards.  National PTA is urging people to make a difference with their vote - links to contact representatives on website.

· Spirit Wear – Pam Peake

· will have a table at conferences

VII. New Business

· Denise Tomlinson – IB does a magazine sale which is separate from the pta 

· Tracy Upcott – looking for a Tupperware rep for playground committee – Denise T. says Marnie Cain is in the district.

VIII. Old Business

· Presentation of Bylaws - tabled

IX. Announcements

· Kona ice playground fundraiser after school Sept 12

X. Adjournment  8:27  

