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NORUP INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL-PTA                                               


12 April 2016 

GENERAL MEETING MINUTES- Media Center at 7 PM
Meeting called to order by J. Jamal at 7:03 pm. The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.
IN ATTENDANCE:  J. Jamal, A. Siddiqi, B. Johnson, P. Yowchuang, R. Sochacki, E. Reid, S. Cartwright, T. Upcott, J. Drobot, and S. Kregear.
REVIEW AND APPROVAL OF MINUTES: The minutes for the March 8th meeting were reviewed and approved.
ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT:

Principal’s Report: Mr. Yowchuang began his report by giving an update on M-STEP. Over 250 online tests were administered for grades 5th and 8th. He mentioned that the test is shorter this year compared to last year. The Berkley Education Foundation is sending all eight graders to two colleges for a site visit. Anderson Middle School is going on May 5th and Norup will be attending on May 4th.  Norup is looking for chaperones. The hours will be from 8am to 3pm. Students will not have to pay for the visit. Students will get to see a college classroom, eat college food, and visit a dorm. At the University of Michigan, there will be someone there to answer questions. They will be also attending Eastern Michigan University. At the board meeting, there were students who received recognition: Ella Sturts, Joe Perreman, Isabelle Fernandes, Aliya Siddiqi for their visual art MAEA awards. These students were in the top 100 in the State of Michigan and were from Norup. The advanced and intermediate girls in choir are qualifying for state finals. This is excellent information since Norup just hired a choir teacher last month. Tom Whinham had a successful March Miracle’s fundraiser. Congratulations to Ms. K. Diviney (speech pathologist) and Adrienne Novales (part time Spanish teacher), who both recently had new additions to their families . The girls volleyball team finished undefeated (11-0) for the year. Four students qualified for the Robofest State Finals: Quinn Collins, Ellie Haenick, Eli Hurwitz, and Max Rontal. Christy Metz  and Adrienne Novales will be on maternity leave. Emilee Moseley will be taking over for Kristi Metz for the remainder of the year. Jacob Mal has taken over for Adrienne Novales.
Vice Principal’s Report:  Mrs. R. Sochacki mentioned that kindergarten, 1st grade and 2nd grade will be taking their M-STEP test. The test will be about an hour.
Teacher’s Report: S. Cartwright is requesting funding for a second grade field trip to support bus transportation. This will bring the cost down to $6 per person.
Officer’s Reports:
President’s Report:  None
Vice President’s Report: None
Treasurer’s Report: L. Fernandes sent her financial report via email for the month ending in March. The PTA total bank balance (checking and savings combined) as of 31st of March was $17,690. She wrote that March had a net loss of $1, 091.65. The income for the Founder’s Day program was $400 and the expense was $650. These expenses were from awardees and guests attending the dinner. There was membership income of $135, which is from 30 new PTA Memberships from January through March. Spirit Wear had income of $1204 and expenses totaling $904 for a net profit of $300. Other expenses for the month were administrative/office supplies ($27.54), End of the Year Party ($100), Enrichment ($368), School Directories ($225), Staff Appreciation Luncheon ($574) and Teacher Wish List ($82).
Secretary’s Report: None
School Board Observer’s Report: Z. Rice sent her report. In her report, she wrote that there was a long line of student and teacher recognition.
PTSA Council Representative’s Report:  K. Drury presented her report. She mentioned that Mr. McDavid gave a bond update that stated that the District of Berkley is under budget and ahead of schedule. Since they were under budget, all schools were able to get air conditioning. Asbestos abatement happened over Spring break. For the first time in five years, all principals will remain in the positions. There is an early warning system/list for schools whose funding balance is lower than 5%. The School District’s funding balance is projected to be at 4% at the end of the year, which places Norup on the list. The third grade reading bill has been revamped in such a way that school districts can live with it. If the child is proficient in every other subjects except for reading, they will move on to the 4th grade. If there is a reason or case then they will be allowed to pass. Berkley Education Foundation’s Off to the Races raised $27,000. Reading in the Park will be on May 7th with a theme of sports. April 16th is the first Berkley Gives Back to the City Program. In this program, schools/staff will help with city’s park clean up in the city the district is located. Oak Park and Hazel Park will also be participating. The representatives present there also talked about how to get more parent and teacher participation. They talked about incentives for teachers and parents. They also discussed moving the installation dinner to the Fall instead of the Spring so more people can attend.
Enrichment Report: E.Reid stated that she received information about funding for 2nd grade field trip. The committee is expecting more funding request to come.
Committee Reports:

Norup Volunteer Network:  E. Reid said that the committee reserved the back area of Silas Restaurant for Volunteer’s Night Out on April 22nd at 7pm. The cuisine will be Dutch. The purpose of this event is to celebrate the hard work done by volunteers as well as boost more support for volunteers. The committee is waiting for the Arts, Beats and Eats volunteer requests.
Playground Committee:   E. Reid mentioned that she spoke to a lady from Oak Park, and Norup probably will not be getting the playground equipment. P. Yowchuang found that the individual schools will have to pay for this equipment, which will amount to $15,000. He suggested that the committee look for new equipment, which avoids the hassle of old parts. E. Reid stated that the committee is working on a swing set and Norup already has a buddy bench. Currently, fundraising has been very limited due to construction. The committee will be painting the four square.
Membership: J. Drobot stated that the sky-lert and other methods to get the information out to promote the PTA and the directories worked resulting in 30 new memberships. She mentioned that working at the table and getting information out early is important. We have 3 new memberships this month. Our total membership is now at  171 members.
Box Tops: None
World Carnival and Silent Auction: S. Kregear gave an update on these events. She stated that the committee has made reservations and purchases toward the activities for these events. They identified more activities such as Nerf Wars. The committee ordered new inflatables. The committee is still looking for ideas or people who can head the different activities such as face painting. The committee is looking for getting NHS involved as volunteers. There will be a meeting tomorrow. T. Whittig is doing budget. The carnival is coming along and will be nice event.
Nomination’s Committee: B. Johnson presented the nomination slate for the 2016-2018 school year, which is as follows: President-Jenn Jamal, Vice President-Afshan Siddiqi, Treasurer-Lei Fernandes, Secretary-Brian Johnson, Enrichment Chairperson-Elizabeth Reid, School Board Observer-Kristyn Drury and Berkley Area PTSA Council Representative-Zoya Rice. There were no new nominations from the floor. Elections will be next month.
Staff Appreciation Luncheon: S. Kregear announced that everything for this event is moving along as planned. The event will be this Friday, and invitations have gone out. Mrs. Garlock did a wonderful job with the 3rd grades with the invitations. The kindergarten teacher has been working with her students on a song. Mrs. Savich has done an excellent job working with students on the video. The food has been ordered. Silas will be use for the starch and vegetables and the Chicken Shack will be used for the protein. S. Kregear also made arrangements for vegetations and vegans. P. Yowchuang mentioned that the lunch aides gave their thanks for their invite.
New Business: 
Legislative Updates:  J. Drobot stated that third grade bill is still in conference. People can still give their voice in the matter by contacting their legislators. The Michigan Department of Education is looking on drafting guidelines for supportive learning environments for lesbian, gay, bi-sexual, transgender and questioning students. These guidelines are not regulations or will not be mandated for the districts. This will be for any district’s use if they want to utilize it. They are looking for public support and people can comment on the website (www.everyvoicecountsmi.org) by May 11.
Old Business: S. Kregear stated that she spoke to a point person in reference to Law Day.  She spoke about a possible scholarship for the event to help with the cost. The event is on May 2nd and the theme will be Miranda: More than Words. This will be for the remembrance of the 50th anniversary of U.S. Supreme Court case Arizona v. Miranda. The event will discuss procedural protections given to all people under the U.S. Constitution and the importance of its continued preservation. P. Yowchuang has the information for this event.
New Business: J. Drobot will be attending the PTA Convention in Lansing. She will be taking water for Flint as a donation. She stated that she still has raffle tickets for sale. P. Yowchuang went over next year’s calendar.
Announcements: J. Jamal stated that the next PTA meeting will be Tuesday, May 10 at 7 p.m. in the Media Center.
Adjournment: The meeting was adjourned at 7:50 pm.
Respectfully Submitted,
B. Johnson, 
Norup International School PTA Secretary
