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NORUP INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL-PTA                                               


10 February 2016 

GENERAL MEETING MINUTES- Media Center at 7 PM
Meeting called to order by J. Jamal at 7:02 pm. The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.
IN ATTENDANCE:  J. Jamal, A. Siddiqi, B. Johnson, P. Yowchuang, R. Sochacki, M. Throm, Z. Rice,  S. Siddiqi, R. Raimi and E. Reid.
REVIEW AND APPROVAL OF MINUTES: The minutes for the January 12th meeting were approved.
ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT:

Principal’s Report: Mr. Yowchuang began his report by giving an update on the bond. He mentioned that work has already started. Workers are now working from 4pm to 11pm on the ducks and some of the guts of the building. The new addition will be worked on during spring break. The bathroom cross the gym will be shut down after break. Students will have to use the restrooms by Mrs. Goldberg’s room. He stated that there was an asbestos abatement meeting for Berkley District. At the meeting, they talked about safety. The football field will be able to be used for the carnival. No trailers will be on the grass. All grassy areas will be preserved. Unfortunately, that means that the staff will start to lose parking space gradually. Eventually, the staff will probably not have access to that parking lot. When we come back from break, the glass in the front hall will be gone and will be replaced by wood wall. The good thing is that, that area will be weatherproofed with no worries about birds gaining access to the building. Asbestos abatement will be during this February’s Winter Break, so students who have lockers by the gym in that hallway will have to remove their items. The lockers will be removed to do the abatement. Afterwards they will put back in. The carpet will be removed, and the floor will be all concrete. There will be runners on the floor. Norup will be joining a traffic study group with the Oak Park Mayor’s Office and Oak Park Public Safety. There have been complaints by some residents about noise. The Residents of Oak Park have gone to the Oak Park City Council Meetings and will perhaps join some of Norup’s meetings. It is an issue that has to be addressed. Mr. Yowchuang stated that he started conversations via email on some of his ideas. Off to the Races was last week and it was very well attended. Unfortunately, Pokey Paul did not do so well. P. Yowchuang also mentioned that Lindsey Tycholiz announced her resignation, and Norup is now looking for a music teacher. Lastly, he stated that he will be in Belize next week.
Vice Principal’s Report:  Ms. R. Sochacki announced that there will be Girls on the Run going on this year. The will be a coach, who has been selected by Sandy from the YMCA.
Teacher’s Report: 

M. Throm presented her the teacher’s report. Ms. Tomlinson bought an order for the Global Globe Bulletin Board which will be across from the Gym. The board will be used to prompt discussion on researching community and national world life problems to get students thinking about potential solutions. M. Throm mentioned that Ms. Stone shared that in 4th grade some parents come in and gave a presentation on adoption. The 4th graders also had their musical today. It was a big success. Ms. Savage purchased books that students have requested for the Battle of the Books. Mr. La Framboise talked about a video conference he had with a professor from Colorado State University. The students watched the video and asked if they could ask the presenter some questions. This ended up as a video conference. Ms. Ficorelli wanted to thank Mr. Yowchuang for allowing her to go over to Burton Elementary to get student to take Art class next year when they are here at Norup.
Officer’s Reports:
President’s Report:  J. Jamal stated that she attended the PTSA council meeting in January, which was a president’s meeting. She stated that she learned information about asbestos and about the bond. All the schools in Berkley will be getting air conditioning. She also stated that presidents were talking about common problems most PTAs face such as lack of participation and decreased membership.
Vice President’s Report: None
Treasurer’s Report: S.Siddiqi presented the treasurer’s report for L. Fernandes. He began his report talking about the profit and loss for the month of January.  We received Box Tops revenue of $28.70. L. Fernandes stated that we anticipate additional revenue from Box Tops later. There was additional Fun Run revenue in the amount of $500.00, and another membership came in. The total income for the month was $533.36. As far as expenses, we had more expenses from Pay Pal for $7.55. S. Siddiqi explained that these charges will continue since people are using Pay Pal more. There was an expense from the Berkley Education Foundations for $25.00. This was our donation for the horse for the Off to the Races event. The fourth grade trip expenses came in for $450.00, and there was a teacher wish list item for $75.00. The total expenses for the month were $557.55. The net income for the month including income minus expenses was -$24.19. There is about $20,669.27 in the bank. The total amount of current assets, which also includes in kind donations of $519.00, is $21,218.27. As far as the budget for the year, we are over the budgeted revenue amount of $15,000 for the Fun Run event. The line item Membership dues revenue is below the budget. We have a little revenue from Spirit Wear. Some of the line items will not come in until later in the year. As far as expenses, Fun Run expenses were under budget.
Secretary’s Report: B. Johnson read a thank you letter from Mrs. E. Swanchara for being nominated for Support Staff of the Year for Founder’s Day. He stated that the PTA website has been updated with the current meeting minutes.

School Board Observer’s Report: The Executive Board gave recognition to a group of students for their achievement in football, basketball, tennis, jazz and soccer.  The Board also talked about the M-STEP results. Grades 3-8 Math and ELA, grades 4th and 7th science, 5th and 8th grade Social Studies, and 11th grade took the ACTs. Students did well. Students did not do well on Science in Oakland County. Economically disadvantaged students did not do well. The Berkley’s Executive Board talked about what they can do to improve the results for this group with ideas such as more invention and exposure, more TA’s, and more training for teachers. Questions asked were: Should students with disabilities take these tests? Sixteen students with IEP’s did well on the M-STEP. The Board is looking at why they were more successful. The data reports that 143 out of 176 African-Americans were not proficient in Math from grades 6-8. Thirty-three African-Americans were proficient in Math. So the Board is looking at solutions to support growth with this group of students. Students did well in Social Studies. Overall, Berkley students performed well. They also talked about the bond.
PTSA Council Representative’s Report:  None
Enrichment Report: E. Reid stated they are expecting funding requests for the upcoming 6th and 7th grade field trip. They are in there 3rd year for funding author visits for reading month. The authors this year will be Kelly Dipucco and Jonathan Rand (American Chillers). We are working on the Art/Photo Booth Exhibit for the Norup’s End of the Year Party.
Committee Reports:

Norup Volunteer Network:  E. Reid stated that the committee is planning a parent’s volunteer night out on April 22nd. Additionally, they are reaching out the committee co-chairs to see if anybody needs more help with volunteers. They are brainstorming for the end of the year thank you family day. The committee may rent out Skate World.
Playground Committee:  The committee received a check from Disabled American Veterans for a full bin. They are looking at doing one more collection. Flyers will be going out soon for this.
Membership: None
Box Tops:  J.Jamal stated that we anticipate more checks coming in.
Founder’s Day: A.Siddiqi gave names of the recipients for each award. Mrs. Divito was selected as Teacher of the Year, Mrs. Swanchara for Support Staff of the Year, and Patty Keenan for PTA Member of the Year. The event is on March 1st at O’Mara’s Irish Pub on twelve mile at 6 pm. A. Siddiqi express her concerns regarding nominations for this event. P. Yowchuang stated that the PTA can send this duty to administration. A few members talked about possible solutions for getting the nominations in. J. Jamal stated that she has a ticket list. The deadline is February 23rd. Norup was in charge of printing and distributing tickets. A. Siddiqi said they are getting it done.
World Carnival: J.Jamal stated that S. Kregear looking a setting up planning meetings. P. Yowchuang met with her and stated that she has secured Avery as a site in case it rains. She is looking at using the courtyard as a possible space.
By-Laws Update: B. Johnson stated that the new proposed by-laws have been emailed to the Michigan State PTA and we are waiting for their approval.
Legislative Updates:  P.Yowchuang stated that they have started legislation for some school districts to use waivers so they can start before Labor Day. In the past, schools were required to have 1098 clock hours. Starting next year, schools have to do both 1098 clock hours and 180 school days. The law that stated that you cannot publish any information 60 days prior to an election day was passed and signed by Governor Rick Snyder.
Old Business: None
New Business: 
Staff Appreciation Luncheon: P. Yowchuang stated that he met with S. Kregear and L. Fernandes last week, and they have a good plan for that event. The date will be the half day before Spring Break.
Nomination’s Committee: J. Jamal explained to the members present how the committee works, and what needs to be done to fulfill those duties. B. Johnson and E. Reid volunteered to be on the nominations committee. The committee will look for one more person to be on the committee. B. Johnson will send the PTA membership list to P. Yowchuang for assistance picking a volunteer. It was moved by P. Yowchuang and seconded by R. Raimi that B. Johnson, E. Reid, along with another person, will serve on the nominations committee. Motion passed. J. Jamal will send her information from last year, and B. Johnson will email the current by-laws to E. Reid, which states the instructions for the nominations committee.
Spirit Wear: A. Siddiqi mentioned that Liz Capuano asked her to distribute the new flyers and order form for Spirit Wear. Liz Capuano has scheduled to be at all the Hawk’s Help events and has a table.

Hawks Help: A. Siddiqi gave thanks to R. Sochacki for her help with the movie sing along. The committee has decided to hold off with the talent show this year. Some concerns were the construction and lost Ms. Tycholiz, who assisted with this event in the past. The committee stated that they will still do the dance party on March 18th, and a roller skating party. They will like to see more families who need support. P. Yowchuang stated that number of economically disadvantage families is down this year.
Announcements: J. Jamal stated that the next PTA meeting will be Tuesday, March 8th at 7 p.m. in the Media Center.
Adjournment: The meeting was adjourned at 7:45 pm.
Respectfully Submitted,
B. Johnson, 
Norup International School PTA Secretary
