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NORUP INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL-PTA                                               


8 March 2016 

GENERAL MEETING MINUTES- Room 104 at 7 PM
Meeting called to order by J. Jamal at 7:02 pm. The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.
IN ATTENDANCE:  J. Jamal, B. Johnson, P. Yowchuang, R. Sochacki, M. Throm, Z. Rice, L. Fernandes, J. Drobot, S. Kregear,T. Whittig, E. Reid and T. Upcott.
REVIEW AND APPROVAL OF MINUTES: It was moved by P. Yowchuang and seconded by J.Drobot that the minutes for the February 10th meeting are approved. Motion passed.
ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT:

Principal’s Report: Mr. Yowchuang began his report by congratulating students Jessica Gurvitz, Henry Einhaus, Carly Saltsman, and Sam Parent for qualifying for the M.I.S.C.A Middle School Swim State Championship. They placed between 18th and 23rd in their respective events. He also congratulated Joe Paraman and Isabelle Fernandes who finish in the top 100 in the State MAEA Art Display. Their work will be displayed at the Center for Creative Studies. Ella’s work will be display at Michigan Department of Education. The District of Berkley received 35 pieces of art. Of the 35 pieces, 7 met the State selection, and 4 were from Norup. Berkley hired a new music teacher, Ms. Hodges, who is a graduate of Berkley High School. She also graduated from Norup International School. Mr. Yowchuang mentioned his trip to Belize and talked about the exciting and enriching experience it was for him and for the students who attended. After the April break, the school will begin M-STEP for grades 5 and 8. Mass construction has begun. 
Vice Principal’s Report:  Mrs. R. Sochacki stated that MDE is offering K-2 online M-Step practice. The kindergarten through second students will be participating on April 18 thru May 2nd. Parent Teacher Conferences will be tomorrow from 5:30-8pm. On Thursday, conferences will be from 12:30- 3:00pm and from 5:30 to 8:00 pm. Child care will be provided on site from 5:30-8:00 pm.
Teacher’s Report: 

M. Throm presented her the teacher’s report. She started with an official thank you from Ms. Tomlinson (IB Coordinator) for the items she purchased for her IB board. Ms. Canvasser also thanked the PTA for purchases she recently made. She purchased a working clock to assist her students with their executive functioning skills. Ms. Savich thanked the PTA for the purchase of the books for the Battle of the Books. She also thanked the PTA for bringing Jonathan Rand to visit for grades 3-5 on March 29th. Mrs. Austin used her funds to teach about scale factors and other mathematical concepts on a Super Size Me Project.
Officer’s Reports:
President’s Report:  J. Jamal thanked the nominations committee for their work.
Vice President’s Report: None
Treasurer’s Report: L. Fernandes began her report discussing the Profit and Loss sheet. She mentioned that there were two big expenses. Both expenses were from Enrichment and both were for $1,000.00 each. There is about $18,000 in the account: $2,297.48 from checking, 15,448.10 from savings and $811.75 in the Pay Pal account.
Secretary’s Report: B. Johnson read a thank you card from D. Tomlinson for the 8th grade field trip. He stated that he has posted the minutes from the last meeting on the website. He also stated that the State PTA sent him an email acknowledging that they have received the proposed By-Law changes.
School Board Observer’s Report: P. Yowchuang presented the School Board Report. He stated that the most of meeting was run by Larry Gallagher who discussed the Budget. Berkley School District will receive a $95 increase per student. He mentioned that there are talks about going from a 90/10 split to a 50/50.  With a 90/10 split 90% of the funds the schools receive come from the first count day in October, and the other 10% in February. Additionally, he stated that a potential switch to the 50/50 split will negatively impact Norup because of students leaving the district mid-year. He stated that their shared time numbers fluctuate so much that they will lose money. Norup will have flat in house budget for next year, and is currently anticipating being under-budget.  The school will need to secure a second copier for the 2016/17 school year. The budget projection is very positive. Jeff Montgomery, who is the director of student services, is retiring and Heather Lackey will be his replacement. She currently is the special education supervisor. Sandra Dukhie, who is the supervisor of pupil accounting/shared time, is leaving. 
PTSA Council Representative’s Report:  There was no PTSA Council meeting in March, so K. Drury sent a report about the Berkley Foundation’s Off to the Races event: The box of Michigan craft beer which cost $96.00, made $125.00. Pokey Paul won his race.
Enrichment Report: K.Chuddler stated the drama lady who ran the club in the Fall is interested in running her club this Spring. With the construction going on, there is no way to do it at Norup, so the committee decided to look at space at Avery. From the feedback that she received, the students are looking at an intermediate level curriculum. She is expecting more PYP field trips, so with that, funds will be needed for buses.
Committee Reports:

Norup Volunteer Network:  E. Reid announced that Volunteer Parent Night out will be on April 22nd. More information will be sent out via Sky
lert as the date comes close. The committee is looking at trying to draw in more volunteers.
Playground Committee:  E. Reid thanked the school for their contribution. She stated that due to the impending construction they are doing their last donation bin for the school year. P. Yowchuang informed the committee to contact Larry Gallagher, as Oak Park is scheduled dismantle and get rid of playground equipment.
Membership: J. Drobot announced that directories went out. She thanked T. Whittig for her hard work. She stated that she already has people who will be registering at conferences. She asked if anyone would be able to assist with the PTA table on Wednesday for a little while so that she can meet with her son’s teachers. 
Box Tops: B. Johnson read an email report from P. Hackett, who was unable to attend the meeting for personal reasons. She stated that she submitted the box tops for the month of March. We had a total of 3655 which will get us $365.50. They have processed the box tops and will be sending out the check soon.
Founder’s Day: B. Johnson stated that it was a wonderful occasion and congratulated Lydia Divito, Patty Keenan and Elizabeth Swanchara for winning their respective award.
World Carnival and Silent Auction: S. Kregear presented the report for this event. She stated that the PTA can use the Avery Center as an area for the carnival. The planning committee will do a walk through to view the space and see how the event will fit in it. The carnival will be smaller than it has been in the past. The Silent Auction will be scaled down from previous years. There was discussion about moving the Silent Auction being a separate event, but it will not be happening this year.
Nomination’s Committee: E. Reid presented the slate of nominees for the 2016-2018 calendar year, which is as follows: President-Jenn Jamal, Vice President-Afshan Siddiqi, Treasurer-Lei Fernandes, Secretary-Brian Johnson, Enrichment Chairperson-Elizabeth Reid, School Board Observer-Kristyn Drury and Berkley Area PTSA Council Representative-Zoya Rice. There were no new nominations from the floor.
New Business: 
Staff Appreciation Luncheon: S. Kregear stated that she secured a caterer for the part of the meal (starch and vegetable). She is looking for a caterer for the protein. She still has to do comparative shopping for beverages and flatware. She has been working with Ms. Savich on videotaping thank you messages from the students, however so far there have not been any students who have expressed an interest in participating. P. Yowchuang suggested the committee to speak to the elementary room parents so they can announce it to the kids and that it will be added to morning announcements. Mrs. Garlock stated that she will do the invitations. S. Kregear will buy tissue paper so that the 3rd graders can help with the invitations. Mrs. Austin stated that she will help. 
Legislative Updates:  J. Drobot presented some of the items that the legislature is being introduced to. They are looking at 3rd grade reading assessments. The legislature is going over DPS regulations. In addition, they are also looking at physical restraint of Special Education students and legislation mandating additional time spent in music and art.

Old Business: None

New Business: S. Kregear mentioned Law Day as possible field trip for the Norup students. This is an event that students go to a courthouse and learn about the inner workings. J. Drobot will be attending the state convention in April. She mentioned a fundraising raffle, with a limited number of tickets on sale, for a two night stay at the Grand Hotel on Mackinaw Island.
Announcements: J. Jamal stated that the next PTA meeting will be Tuesday, April 12 at 7 p.m. in the Media Center.
Adjournment: The meeting was adjourned at 7:41 pm.
Respectfully Submitted,
B. Johnson, 
Norup International School PTA Secretary
