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NORUP INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL-PTA                                               


10 November 2015 

GENERAL MEETING MINUTES- Media Center at 7 PM
Meeting called to order by J. Jamal at 7:02 pm. Introductions were given for all attendees, and the Pledge of Allegiance was recited.
IN ATTENDANCE:  J. Jamal, P. Yowchuang, R. Sochacki, J. Krom, S. Cartwright, M. Throm, N. Hambrick, E. Reid, K. Drury, Z. Rice, S. Kregear, A. Siddiqi, S. Siddiqi, J. Drosier, L. Fernandes and J. Drobot and B. Johnson
REVIEW AND APPROVAL OF MINUTES: The minutes for the October’s meeting were approved.
ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT:
Principal’s Report: Mr. Yowchuang began his report with a personnel update. Andrea Bourbina will start on November 19th as a secretary for Norup to replace Ms. Swayze. Chelsea Marshall resigned as the 1st grade teacher and will be working in Garden City in an Autistic classroom. Her last day will be Friday, and Prima Daily, the intervention specialist, will be taking her place on a temporary and perhaps permanent basis. Mr. Yowchuang stated that the Middle School Choir concert was great. He thanked parents and those present for the parent teacher conference, as both went smoothly. The Halloween Parade and the Fun Run events were successful as well. Next, he gave a detailed PowerPoint report about the bond preparation and changes that will happen in the building. In the next four weeks, they will bid out all the work that will be needed. At the January board meeting, they will go over contracts. In February and March they will meet with people regarding construction such as duct work and heating and cooling. They will start infrastructure work in March. Teachers will continue teaching during this time. The front door will be closed and only used for emergencies. The main entrance to the building will be the Art door. There will be security there for signing in. The sixth and seventh grade students will have to come in elsewhere. The front hall will lose all its windows and they will be building a temporary dry wall. The fifth hour girl’s choir will have to be moved as well. Kids will be able to travel through it, but it will only be used as a hallway. Mr. Winam will lose his office for space for the new kitchen. The bathroom across the gym will be closed because they have to blow out the wall behind them. MYP will be able to use the locker rooms, but all the elementary students that need to go to the bathroom during gym will have to use the bathroom by Mrs. Goldberg’s room. The ticket booth will have to go, and Lindsey’s choir class will be taught in the boardroom. The old school kitchen will still have to be operable to serve food at the beginning of next year. The choirs will run before band so the band room can be used. This will change the schedule. For elementary students, music will have to be taught in the rooms. So Lindsey will have to travel to classes to teach music. Once the new cafeteria is ready, it will take about six weeks to transfer the old kitchen to a choir room. So by late October or early November it will be ready. The construction work for the heating and cooling will be done between 4p and 11p, when the students are not here. The gym will not available for after school activities. The space will be used for storage for the construction workers. Talent show will still go on April 29th. Latch key will have to use the music classroom and teacher’s classroom that are not being worked on. Some building events will have to be altered such as the six grade parent night, specifically how the tour is done because of construction. The 8th grade exhibit will be difficult to do. The world carnival, if done, will have to be discussed due to the logistics of the event in relation to the areas that are under construction. The Norup Silent Auction and the International food’s area will not be available. Administration may release some elementary students early each day to reduce traffic. Lunch will be stay in Gym. Lastly, Mr. Yowchuang stated to all present to understand that temporary pain for permanent gain is necessary.
Vice Principal’s Report: None
Teacher’s Report:
M. Throm stated that 14 teachers have signed up for the PTA. She had an update for the field trip that the eighth graders will be taking for the community project, which will be next week Tuesday. There will be two groups. The groups will be rotating going to a historic perspective guided tour at the Detroit Historical Museum, and working on research strategies at Wayne State University Library. After lunch, the group that went to the Wayne State University Library first will then go to the Detroit Historical Museum. The PTA stated that the teachers as well as support staff can use the Teacher Wish List.
Officer’s Reports

President’s Report: None
Vice President’s Report: None
Treasurer’s Report: 

L. Fernandes started her report discussing the profit and loss portion. She stated that the Fun Run in October was the big income earner. They received $519 in in-kind donations. Some of them were sponsors who gave more in the form of gift certificates. These gift certificates can be used at the Silent Action. The total amount earned with the in-kind donations was $14,837. In the cash it was $14, 318, which is close to our goal of $15,000. She also stated that there may be more money from sponsors coming in. The PTA state user’s is at negative $22, because a check voided from 2012. The Staff Welcome Breakfast was $206. The Teacher’s Wish List is higher, because they purchased the 11 books approved at the last meeting. There is miscellaneous revenue of $30 partly because of sales of the directory. With the totals of the PayPal account, checking and savings account, there is grand total of $19, 639. There was a $50 dollars payable because of memberships that came in past the deadline. We are financially up because of the Fun Run.
Secretary’s Report: None

School Board Observer’s Report: 
Z. Rice reported that Mr. McDavid is in Washington, D.C. to receive the award with the principals and teachers for Pattengill Elementary School upon being awarded National Blue Ribbon School status. The board recognized people for their community support and the bond initiative for our school. Teachers were also recognized for teaching their students about veterans and how to respect them. The program has been going for four years now. She also gave a curriculum update and stated that special education for adults is from 18 to age 26. The students here at Berkley with IEP’s attend Oakland Community College where they learn about life skills, health and wellness, and community involvement. They teach special education students about how to live everyday lives, use technology, how to make and save money. There are 24 students in this program. The board talked about the retreats they went on. They learned how to evaluate a teacher, and how to boost student achievement. Each board member discussed what they learned in each class. One member talked about an idea of looking at things done outside of the school curriculum such as robotics. If you are involved in these activities, you will get a badge. This badge will be a report card and will be placed on their permanent record. They will be talking about it to the school board and discuss if they will do that. They spoke about safety and protocol to keep our schools safe. They talked about vocational studies or courses in high school as an option for those who do not seek to attend college.
PTSA Council Representative’s Report:
K. Drury stated that she attended the Berkley Area PTSA Council Meeting. The Superintendent, Mr. McDavid, stated that the bond work is underway and the bids received thus far are within budget. He mentioned that he is the Oakland County Superintendent Representative on the School Funding Committee. He stated that all seven board members spent 4 days at the Michigan Association of Schools Boards Conference, which was only one of four in state who attended. Sue McAlpine gave an update for Caring and Sharing. The turkeys have been secured. The Athletic Boosters will make a donation to Caring and Sharing on behalf of Richard Meline. His company donates the athletic signs for all the sports teams. The Berkley Foundation Off to the Races will be on February 6th. It will be at the Great Lake Culinary Center to accommodate a larger crowd. Tickets are $25 in advance and $30 at door. The Berkley African American Parent Network will be having a family conference that will feature Michigan College Access Network who will have a discussion on time management skills, and Ecotech Lab, etc. Anybody can join.
Enrichment Report: None
R. Sochacki stated that the reading strategies book has been useful for, not only the students at risk, but for all children.
Committee Reports:

Norup Volunteer Network:  None
Playground Committee:  None
Fun Run: J.Jamal gave thanks to A. Siddiqi and the committee on a good job on the Fun Run and its success. A. Siddiqi stated the prizes were great. She noted the activities that were done within a week after Fun Run: Kindergarten got a smoothie breakfast, 4th graders received an ice cream party, Mr. Yowchuang and Mrs. Sochacki did the principal and assistant principal for the kids. She also thanked J. Jamal on the $1,000 savings on the t-shirts.
By-Laws:
 J. Jamal stated that the By-laws recommendations are being reviewed by the Executive Board and will be presented and discussed at the December meeting.
Membership: 
J. Drobot stated that memberships are going well thanks to the teachers who are recruiting other teachers. She mentioned that she was unable to set up a table at conferences, because she was at the Parent Teacher conference one day, and was at Advocacy Day in Lansing another. She was unable to get someone to man the tables, but set up flyers and was successful gaining a few memberships that way.
Box Tops:
L. Fernandes stated that Patty Keenan and Stephanie Kregear came in and assisted cutting the Box Tops. They are being done and have to be submitted by November 15.

Caring and Sharing: 

Caring and Sharing will be from November 16th runs to December 11th. The week of November 16th thru Thanksgiving will be a peanut butter and jelly drive. The week of November 30th will be the breakfast food drive. The remainder of the program will be general non perishable foods. December 4th and 11th will be hat days. The money generated on these days will go purchasing the turkeys and the perishable foods that round out the food basket. They will be looking for help with the collection of the foods in the classroom on Fridays leading up to the December 11th .The committee will need volunteers to help sort and pack food, take it the high school, and help assemble the baskets. On December 12th they will deliver the baskets. There will be regulations for whether students can be involved in the delivery of the baskets. The volunteers who will be participating will get the information regarding this. The PYP class that donate/collects the most food will get a reward. The MYP homeroom that donates the most will earn spirit points for their grade.
Legislative Update

J. Drobot mentioned that she attended Advocacy Day in Lansing, MI. Among one of the topics discussed was student data privacy laws. She mentioned that FERPA has not kept up with technology and it use with children. A presenter from Microsoft gave arguments that stated that any website or supplier for the school provided technology for the students is not allowed to use or sale the student’s data for advertising purposes. But can use it for innovation and to increase student achievement. They also spoke about the gun regulation in school. She asked that people talk to their legislators. Mr. Yowchuang stated the school policy here at Norup is no guns. J. Drobot stated cases where judges ruled on different sides of the issue. P.Youwchang stated Norup’s operating procedure for someone who has a permit for open carry who brings one in. He stated that school personnel are not experts, so the school would go in lock down, and the police will come to view permit to see if it is valid. They will walk them out of the building. If a parent would show up to a meeting after hours, a teacher would not be required to meet with them. During these procedures, it is important to sign- in so the school knows who is in the building.
Old Business: None
New Business: None
Announcements: P. Yowchuang said that Berkley High School Varsity Football team is playing Livonia Franklin on Friday at Anderson Middle School at 7pm. Admission is $5. If they win they will be in the state semi-finals.  J. Jamal said that the next PTA meeting will be Tuesday, December 8th at 7 pm in the Media Center
Adjournment: The meeting was adjourned at 7:47 pm.
Respectfully Submitted,
B. Johnson, 
Norup International School PTA Secretary
