Norup International School PTA

Minutes - General Meeting
March 13, 2012
Call to Order
The meeting was called to order by Marla Jansen at 7:04.
Pledge of Allegiance
Introductions
I. Secretary’s report – Timi Wittig 

a. Review of minutes from February’s meeting, filed as corrected.
II. Administration’s Report – Paul Yowchuang and Beth Meacham

a. MEAP data presentation
· Data shows undeniable achievement gaps for black and economically disadvantaged students.

· Need to engage African American parents – promoting African American Network, a district wide parent group.
· Need to focus our special attention on the students who need the help the most - reading specialists to concentrate on k-3.
· Too many interruptions to instruction – next year there will be limitations.

III. Teacher’s Report – Brett Greer

a. Thanks again for Red Tails field trip.

b. 1st grade team planning to see Nate the Great at the Millennium Center.

c. Fifth Grade Camp was the best experience in 7 years – probably due to the many “getting to know eachother” events – pen pals, fun runs, bowling parties, etc.

d. Post camp lice check – Judy Drobot to come in and check 5th grade.

IV. President’s Report – Marla Jansen for C.J. Morrell

a. Students of the Month recognition.

b. Big turn out at Founder’s Day Dinner – past Michigan PTA presidents attended and spoke.

c. CJ attended Burton’s PTA meeting and briefed them on our activities and encouraged Burton parents (especially 5th grade) to come to our meetings and our activities.
V. Treasurer’s Report – Mitch Mitchell

a. $26,000 raised, over $11,000 spent.  Report filed.

b. Passport budget to be reallocated.
c. It was noted that our bylaws do not permit us to donate to other non-profit groups
VI. Standing Committees:

a. By-law review – Marla J/Timi W

· Compiling feedback over the coming weeks and on March 27 preparing to distribute proposed changes.
b. Staff Luncheon – Nanci Hambrick

· Asking for $1500 for luncheon budget (increasing budget $500).

c. Nominations – Nanci Hambrick

· Will have a slate ready by April.

d. Playground – Timi Wittig

· Steph Pandolfi needed to resign Chair position due to responsibilities of new job.

· Three playground equipment companies preparing designs and budgets for our review.

· Administration may push to have this on the next bond.

e. End of the Year Party – Nanci Hambrick

· Looking for subchairs to take care of specific areas of the Carnival.  Jenn G is chairing the Silent Auction.

· Trying to add more fun stuff for middle schoolers.

f. Fun Run 12-13 – Denise Tomlinson

· Date for next year’s run: Oct 5, 2012.

· Classroom technology will be next year’s main fundraising goal.

· Looking for help to write forms for more sponsors and grants.

· Reusable banner would be great.
g. School Board Observer – Jennifer G

· Dennis McDavid appointed unanimously as new superintendent.

· Mom to Mom sale March 24 at high school.

· BEF raised $15,000 from Off to the Races.   Hoping to fund ipads for every classroom.
· BEF also collecting used ipads etc, to be cleaned up and reused in classrooms.
· Scholars program – allowing limited number of high achieving schools of choice students at high school level - approved for one year.

· Discussion of increasing count days.
VII. Old Business  
a. Burton PTA Liaison program does not really need to continue.
VIII. New Business  
a. Budget for enrichment is used up, so we need to move some money over – from passport and wish list fund.  Motion to add to enrichment from extra funds by $3500 to $7500.   Motion carries.

b. Vote on 1st grade funding request for trip to millennium center.  Funding request total: $441.50 - $144 for busses, $297.50 for tickets.   Motion carries.

c. Vote on motion to increase staff appreciation budget to $1500.00.  Motion carries, no opposed.

d. Motion to increase End of the Year Party budget by $600 to purchase fencing.   Motion carries.

e. Denise T wants to create a committee to help keep middle school parents involved in the school.   Brett G also wants to get other people in the community involved.
IX. Announcements/Walk-ins
X. Adjournment 8:30

Respectfully submitted,

Timi Wittig

Secretary, NIS PTA






